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Anotace
Konec knihy byl předpovězen před více než šedesáti lety, přesto kniha nebyla nahrazena jinými médii. Tato práce zkoumá současné chápání české čtenářské kultury, její rozvoj a iniciativy. Nejprve uvádí teorie zabývající se čtením, knihovnami a jejich vlivem na formování národního vědomí i jednotlivce. Dále mapuje historii českých zemí, kulturní změny, vnímání knih a knihoven a jejich vliv na utváření české identity. Závěrečné šetření zjišťuje dopad digitalizace na čtenáře a vnímání historického vlivu na chápání čtenářské kultury, čímž prohlubuje poznatky v této oblasti.
Abstract
More than sixty years ago, the end of the book was predicted, yet it has not been replaced by other media. This thesis explores contemporary understandings of Czech reading culture, its development, and initiatives. It first introduces theories dealing with reading, libraries, and their influence on the formation of national consciousness and the individual. It then traces the history of the Czech lands, cultural changes, perceptions of books and libraries, and their influence on the formation of Czech identity. The final investigation explores the impact of digitalization on readers and the perception of the historical influence on the understanding of reading culture, thus deepening knowledge in this area.
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[bookmark: _Toc92197225]Introduction
Media always played an important role in human life but since the 20th century when the transition from printed media began it is more and more dominated by new technologies. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 23) In the 1960s Marshall McLuhan predicted the end of the printed books. (MILLAR & O’LEARY, 1960) According to him, book as a medium changed and its learning role was being extended to the new media. (MILLAR & O’LEARY, 1960) Yet reading still has not lost its importance and digital media did not take over.
Books nowadays are something we are very familiar with. We read them in our free time, we read them to learn new things and gain new knowledge and we read it out loud to our children. Books were not always for everyone, and it was not as easily accessible as today. It was Gutenberg’s invention of letterpress in the 15th century that gave the opportunity for books to be spread across the world. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 37) Though it was received lukewarmly, it became the beginning of mass production. (BOHATCOVÁ et al., 1990, p. 120) 
Throughout the ages, the book’s appearance, role, and content changed aplenty and so did the readers. Especially on the territory of Czech Lands, books have always been present since the 10th century and their history was then influenced by several oppressions and censorships which formed the national consciousness and its readers as well. Social and political constraints seemed to have passed, one more appeared – digitalization. It changed the way we perceived reading and books in the past and it changed the way we are living our lives and perceive and understand cultural literacy in the 21st century. 	
In my thesis, I explore the roles of books, libraries, and reading in the history of the Czech context, highlighting the ways it helped form national consciousness with reading culture, summarising how digitalization is affecting it.
[bookmark: _Toc92197226]The role of reading in human development
Reading according to Jiří Trávníček (2019) can be defined as “media activity focused on books and their mental appropriation; time devoted to books; basic book-related activity or as a socio-cultural skill or competence.” (p. 23) It is usually considered an individual activity, but it can be a social one as well. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 23) We get to know other people’s lives through reading, and we often read to talk about it, recommend it, or just share it with our friends, family, or colleagues. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 23) Even reading out loud to the kids is social. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 23) 
According to different reading theories, the reader can be perceived as a passive subject of the ideological and educational effect of literature, like in a socialistic regime, or like someone who shapes his own point of view in literature regardless of the author’s intention. (HAMAN, 1991, p. 43-44) The relationship between the reader and the author is based on an effort to reach mutual understanding otherwise the artwork stays mute. (HAMAN, 1991, p. 44)
Reading socialization is a process in which books and their reading make us part of a community and connect us together. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 22) The most important agents of socialization are family, school, and public libraries, while friends, groups of interests, and our working environment provide important contributions as well. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 22)
We become readers before knowing how to read, and especially reading out loud to kids can have a positive influence on them towards books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 24) Firstly children perceive the book as an artifact that can be touched and is defined mostly by its illustrations. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 24) Parents and grandparents mediate the story from the object for them by reading out loud sometimes creating a very specific interpretation that is to be remembered by its listeners. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 24) Members of the family are the first role models for kids and when they see them reading or talking about books, they can be inadvertently influenced to do so as well. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 25) According to a 2009 German study, reading intensifies the disadvantages of the kids whose parents did not read to them. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 29) It also says that once the reading is awakened in a person, it can never be lost. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 29) Therefore, the family has the biggest impact on forming our first views on reading.
The second factor affecting reading is school. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 25) By this time of life many kids are already familiar with books, however, there are always the ones coming from families where reading was not done on a daily basis. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 26) The task of the school is to make sure everyone learns how to read and to teach children to work with books intentionally. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 26) Not being acquainted with books before elementary school combined with not being a good reader can negatively affect kids’ attitudes to books in the future and they can perceive reading as something outlandish or hostile. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 26) Schoolmates also take part in forming opinions on books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 27)
The last determinant impacting our opinion on reading is the public library. Family or school are inevitable, but we choose to visit the library on our own initiative. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 27) Their purpose is not only to make up for the lack of books but also to bring children and adults to books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 27) According to research by Jiří Trávníček (2019), people with a positive attitude to reading consider libraries more attractive places to spend free time in than non-readers who think visiting them is “not cool”. (p. 67) It also shows that the higher the level of education, the better viewpoint one has on books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 66) Shared reading later in adulthood is also influenced by communities of our interest, our friends, partners, or co-workers. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 28)
“We human beings were never born to read; we invented reading and then had to teach it to every new generation. Each new reader comes to reading with a 'fresh' brain - one that is programmed to speak, see, and think, but not to read.” (WOLF, 2008)
Those are the first words of an American neuroscientist Maryanne Wolf’s book Proust and the Squid. (WOLF, 2020, p. 13) Through reading, we access ways to learn and understand, which helps us to get along with the world. Today’s media often deliver content that contradicts the reality of the real world (SAK et al., 2007, p. 23) and reading can be the tool that helps us recognize which information to trust with fake news and hoaxes all around us. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 147)
Parts of the brain responsible for touch activate when we read the descriptions of structures, and motor neurons activate when we read about motion. (WOLF, 2020, p. 63) But reading is not only a matter of senses or feelings but a matter of intellect as well. (HAMAN, 1991, p. 166)
A paradox described by Marcel Proust is present meaning that even though reading is considered to have solitary nature, communication is taking place. (WOLF, 2020, p. 55) This is regarded by John S. Dunne as an intention to get to know other human beings, understand what they are feeling, and transform our perception of other people. (WOLF, 2020, p. 55) By reaching a different point of view, our empathy extends by newly learned skills that make us more human. (WOLF, 2020, p. 56) We learn to feel the feelings or their combinations. (WOLF, 2020, p. 56-57) Some movie adaptations can also mediate the feelings and other people’s views; however, they are told from someone else’s view and the result can be distorted. (WOLF, 2020, p. 58) 
With the spread of films, television, and cinema, reading could be considered more time consuming than watching a filmed version. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 209) The visual perception of art is usually preferred by young people and children (HAMAN, 1991, p. 165), but according to psychologists, especially at early age, reading is very important for the development of imagination. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 208) Another view appears from the readers who mostly agreed that the original book version was usually better than the film. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 210) Not always is the relationship between the book and the film competitive, sometimes seeing a film makes a person read the original. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 210) Like Jiří Trávníček (2017) said in his book: “It depends on the reason and level of our reading. It kills the weak and it makes the strong stronger.” (p. 210-211)
People are reading differently now than before – the deep reading changed to a more superficial one. (MANGEN & VAN DER WEEL, 2016) Consequently, children are becoming less socialized in the reading culture. (MANGEN & VAN DER WEEL, 2016) Maryanne Wolf (2020) posed questions full of concern in her book: “What will happen to the young who never experienced feelings and thoughts of different people? What will happen to the elderly if they lose the ability to empathize with strangers?” (p. 58) Her answer is even scarier: “That is the recipe for inadvertently created ignorance, fear, and misunderstanding that can lead to aggressive manifestations of intolerance.” (WOLF, 2020, p. 58) We can assume that without reading people would lose the ability to tolerate each other and to get along. This decline according to Wolf (2020) has already begun. (p. 61)
This is proved by a study called Changes in Dispositional Empathy in American College Students Over Time from 2011 which shows that since 2000 Americans are donating less money to the church or volunteer, among young people getting rich is their main goal, and more aggressive behavior is more common. (KONRATH, 2011, p. 180-198) For the average American teenager, it is now normal to send or receive over 1 500 messages per month and almost thirty percent of households owning a television have four or more TV devices. (KONRATH, 2011, p. 188) As more and more time is spent on electronic and online devices, empathy can be easily replaced. (KONRATH, 2011, p. 188) It is easy to make friends online, but those skills are questionable in real life. (KONRATH, 2011, p. 188) The young generation is very self-focused trying to reach their life goals and empathy can stand in the way of individual success or could be considered a weakness. (KONRATH, 2011, p. 190) In the last two decades, empathy among young people decreased by forty percent. (WOLF, 2020, p. 61) According to scientist Sherry Turkle, this is happening because the inexperienced young unable to orient themselves in the online world are losing their connections with the real world, immersed in the dynamics and affordances of the technologies they are using. (WOLF, 2020, p. 61) They know less and less about real relationships, what they can and cannot say, how they can treat each other and what is alright to want from the others. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 117)
American writer Jane Smiley says that the technologies will not be the end of the book, but the danger is that people will not understand one another with greater tolerance and compassion or empathy. (WOLF, 2020, p. 64)
[bookmark: _Toc92197227]The role of books and printed media in building national consciousness
A nation was defined by Benedict Anderson (2008) as “an imagined political community – and imagined as both inherently limited and sovereign.” (p. 21) It is only imagined as that in no nation is it possible for a single member to meet all the remaining members, and yet in their imagination, they all stand together. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 21-22) Therefore, nationalism is invented by the people who call themselves a nation. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 22) The sense of belonging can be felt, for example, while singing a hymn when everyone says the same words at the same time and a unanimous crowd can be observed, though its singers do not know each other. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 157) Anderson (2008) mentions in his book that: 
“What the eye is to the lover – that particular, ordinary eye he or she is born with – language – whatever language history has made his or her mother-tongue – is to the patriot. Through that language, encountered at mother’s knee and parted with only at the grave, pasts are restored, fellowships are imagined, and futures dreamed.” (p. 167) Nationalistic ideologies also consider language their “national identity emblem”. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 145)
Rapprochement of capitalism, the expansion of the letterpress, change in the character of Latin, and geographically uneven distribution of local languages with forced administrative languages – all these factors helped the emergence of the national consciousness. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 55, 57) Printed language became more than spoken word but was still on the lower level than Latin. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 60) Thanks to that, people started perceiving others in their “language sphere” and fellow readers were connected by Gutenberg’s invention. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 60) The book was something constant and ancient, which later helped with the idea of the nation’s rooting in time and awareness of its history. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 60) However, several languages began to be superior to others, consequently creating the effort of the sub-national European groups to change their position through printed media and radio by the end of the 20th century. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 61)
These national printed languages played a central role at the beginning of the nationalism age in Europe. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 81) The nation became something to strive for and to achieve as did the predecessors like France who became “role models” for the sub-national groups. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 81) However, the efforts of European nationalistic groups were very populist compared to the efforts in the USA. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 95-96) With the contribution of the bilingual dictionaries created in 19th century Europe, superior and other different languages started to be perceived as more equal. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 85) University education and European libraries have helped to promote nationalism as well. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 85)
Since the second half of the 19th century “official nationalism” has formed as a reaction of aristocracies and dynasties to people’s national movements. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 123) It became a political tool to prevent power groups from being excluded from the newly emerging communities and it was hiding the discord between the nation and the empire. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 123)
[bookmark: _Toc92197228]The library’s place in building community and national consciousness
To create the nation-state, people had to take power from feudal lords and create a central administrative authority. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 19) After that, libraries, museums, and archives became the guardians of the secular national memory. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 19) They help preserve the national memory and constitute a collective national identity, by looking after a shared past they contribute to social stability and solidarity, and they help with the creation of “imagined communities”. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 19-20) They have the power to decide, what will be included in the collective memory and what will not. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 20) We can see history only through their representation and it is impossible to seek the objective truth. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 22) Libraries and museums have only a limited capacity for what they can show to people, but who determines what it will be? (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 22) They also limit who gets to see their collection as sometimes the artifacts are very rare. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 26) All three elements generally support the nationalistic idea leading us to a healthy self-criticism that can unmask any oppression and help us with building a reflective and democratic society. (BROWN & DAVIS-BROWN, 1998, p. 30-31)
An element keeping the readers together is a reading culture which are “the social conditions under which readers and texts coexist, and which involve the readers’ access to and their appropriation, consummation, and uses of texts”. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 3) Jiří Trávníček (2019) sees it as how often, where, when, what and how much we read, how often we visit the library, our reading behavior, and our identification as members of the same culture. (p. 34) As a social reality it gains success and influence only after enough users participate. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 19)
[bookmark: _Toc92197229]How is the change to digital culture impacting these processes and how it is endangering the book and reading
Digitalization was inevitable since its beginning and is now still spreading to our lives. It brings many advantages like shortening the distance between people, accessibility of information, and making our lives easier. However, it is not all shiny and its many dangers may not be perceived by its users. Only a fool would think that it is possible to use digital media without being affected. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 13) What are the effects then?
Usage of the digital media can lead, for example, to misbehavior and changes in behavior in cyberspace (mobbing[footnoteRef:2]), creation of virtual identities (SAK et al., 2007, p. 32) or the possibility of abusing and controlling the planetary consciousness[footnoteRef:3] by global actors. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 33) It also leads to shallow reading. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 65-66) Media also negatively affect our memory and learning. If a piece of information can be found online, we are more likely to forget it, and sometimes we do not save it to our brain at all. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 96) We rely on finding it on our device whenever we will need it but without it, we are lost. Several studies proved that learning with digital technologies is not easier as they are doing things for us and that it leads to distraction and shallow reading habits. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 75, 78, 88)  [2:  Repeated harassment, coercion or defamation in cyberspace which can escalate into psychological problems or suicide thoughts (SPITZER, 2014, p. 103)]  [3:  In cyberspace everything happens at the same time and the time and space boundaries of old media have faded. Planetary consciousness emerged from transnationally shared contents. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 30, 32)] 

Their over usage can have side effects in the forms of Hyper-attention[footnoteRef:4] or continuous partial attention.[footnoteRef:5] In the worst cases, digitalization and use of media can lead to addiction (SPITZER, 2014, p. 241-244), depression, and sleep deprivation (SPITZER, 2014, p. 233-238) which can result in several diseases (diabetes, cancer) caused by reduced immunity. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 235) [4:  We unconsciously reward our brain for stopping to concentrate and finding new stimuli. By this action, after some time, we reprogramme our brain and then we have troubles with the concentration. (WOLF, 2020, p. 83, 120, 122)]  [5:  By doing several activities that all require our attention at the same time (like being on the phone while driving), we are still in the state of constant vigilance, scanning our environment and if we see a missing opportunity, our attention shifts focus.  This is dangerous for us as during the process, stress hormones replace our happiness bringing and calming hormones and it leads to stress-related and attention-related diseases. (STONE, 2009)] 

These were the general effects of digitalization. Now, we will look at its impacts on books and reading communities.
Digitalization presents one of the main concerns for today’s literacy culture. From the reader’s point of view, it can be perceived as an extension of the reading field, freeing written texts, and shortening the distance between the book and the reader. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 13) It brings a lot of new opportunities in reading and in academic fields. However, daily reading from a computer screen changes the quality of reading itself. (WOLF, 2020, p. 51) 
Despite all the challenging arguments above, digital space does not have to be the enemy to reading, moreover, people create virtual communities there and they discuss books, share their views, or create book databases like Goodreads or Facebook groups. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 28) They keep themselves informed about their interests, they debate about which books are worth reading or which one should they buy for their child. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, P. 28)
According to one source “the book is an object you can touch and when reading it, it is completely different than reading from the screen”. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 293) The dynamics have, however, changed and a new form of a book called an e-book appeared on the market. It can be defined as “a literary work which takes the form of a digital object with standard identification, metadata, and a monographic content, is created for the purpose of electronic clarification and access to it is provided by electronic devices” (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 505), and it brings several pros and cons. 
The “new format” can help books get published as no money is needed for the printing, although some authors may consider their book in an electronic form less valuable. (ŠMEJKALOVÁ, 2000, p. 201) Their formats and the range of devices on which we can read them are wide and therefore dissuasive for some people. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 507) E-books and the Internet have competed with printed books for quite some time, but it is more endangering the newspapers or magazines than books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 294) Several respondents expressed their attitude to printed texts in and most of them preferred reading the news online for its quickness. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 294) For those born in the digital age, it is easier to read from the screen but for others, it is much harder to get used to.
The pitfalls of e-books can be piracy[footnoteRef:6], lack of information credibility[footnoteRef:7], power outages[footnoteRef:8], or interferences[footnoteRef:9], and, in the most aggravated situations, even cyber wars[footnoteRef:10]. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 505, 509) The Internet is sometimes sadly used to prevent readers from getting to a book.[footnoteRef:11] (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 508) Its spreading on the Internet can be prevented by viruses and other ways. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 508) [6:  “An unauthorized use of another's production, invention, or conception especially in infringement of a copyright” like downloading and sharing of music, videos, and texts. (MERRIAM-WEBSTER: Dictionary)]  [7:  When we do not know if the found information can be trusted.]  [8:  “An interruption in the supply of electricity.” (CAMBRIDGE DICTIONARY)]  [9:  “Confusion of a received radio signal due to the presence of noise (such as atmospherics) or signals from two or more transmitters on a single frequency.” (MERRIAM-WEBSTER: Dictionary)]  [10:  “A war conducted in and from computers and the networks connecting them, waged by states or their proxies against other states.” (SHELDON: BRITANNICA)]  [11:  In China, people do not have access to books concerning events on square Tchien-an-men in 1989. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 508)] 

According to research from 2008 and 2011 advantages of e-books are availability, environmental friendliness, ease of sharing, storing, and searchability. (MCKIEL, 2011, p. 9) On the other hand, printed books are easier for cover-to-cover reading, being more able to highlight and take notes. (MCKIEL, 2011, p. 9) 
Research made in the field of digital reading came to several conclusions (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 18-19):
•	Reading in electronic media leads to searching instead of understanding the information
•	Digital space overwhelms us with information and so that we read more selectively
•	The computer environment is distracting us with other things to do instead of reading
•	Reading on screen is slower for most of the respondents and is associated with stress and fatigue
•	In a printed book, we are more oriented in which part of the title we are
An empirical investigation shows that people comprehend the text read from the screen less than from the printed version. (DELGADO & SALMERÓN, 2021) Readers who read a printed text under time pressure were also more likely to reduce the frequency of distracting thoughts than readers with the text in electronic form. (DELGADO & SALMERÓN, 2021) Other studies confirm the surprising fact that learning from an electronic textbook does not differ from learning from the traditional version. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 197-198) It is, however, more exhausting and for some, its interactive features can be distractive. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 197-198) Three-quarters of the tested students also chose the printed book over the e-book. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 198)
Digitalization is, on one hand, changing the reading culture for the better by more effective and user-friendly cataloguing, new distributional and social channels and it transforms the media on which books are carried. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 195) It brings the advantage of interactivity as it makes it easy to visit external links from the text immediately and get back in a few seconds. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 506) On the other hand, it has its faults that speak in favor of the paper reading. Research also shows that – in light of the exponential advances and its deeper integration into our everyday lives – technology has a greater influence on culture more nowadays than ever before. (MANGEN & VAN DER WEEL, 2016)
[bookmark: _Toc92197230]Research questions
The Czech Republic had a very complex history, accompanied by several occupations and suppressions of the national language, and remains a language in transition. These facts helped me shape my research questions.
· How is the Czech literary experience unique in forming national consciousness?
· What are the particulars of the patterns related to literacy building in the Czech context?
· How is the digitalization of culture impacting the Czech literary experience?


[bookmark: _Toc92197231]History of Czech Literacy
[bookmark: _Toc92197232]Libraries as they contribute to the building of national consciousness
Very small libraries already existed between the 10th and 14th centuries in religious institutions such as churches, temples, or cathedrals, where the books were used for liturgical activities and education of the priests. (ŠINDELÁŘ, 1989, p. 11) In the 14th century awareness of books rose among people which led to the beginning of the public book trade. (ŠINDELÁŘ, 1989, p. 21) Hundreds of libraries could have been found on the territory of the Czech Republic but those with the most potential were developing along important institutions – university colleges, chapters, and monasteries. (ŠINDELÁŘ, 1989, p. 21) Through the ages, libraries became more public and the texts more secular. Texts written in Czech could have been found only in private libraries. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 101)
During the Hussite era in the 15th century, books and libraries were being destroyed in the name of ideology. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 101-102) On the other hand, in royal cities, new libraries were developing. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 107) After the fights, libraries were falling into disrepair, but slowly their fund was being supplemented by new printed books that were cheaper than manuscripts. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 115) The most significant book collections could have been found among the Czech aristocracy. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 120-130) In the post-White Mountain period, castle libraries and their content got into the hands of new owners in favor of the reigning Habsburgs. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 133)
Until the 18th century, libraries were only private, but under the reign of Marie Terezie who wanted to spread education among her subjects, the Prague University Library was founded in 1773 and it opened to the public. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 162) This library had a special section dedicated to Czech literature containing also Czech authors writing from abroad. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 163) School libraries, city and village libraries, and libraries of the reading clubs started to emerge on behalf of Czech teachers and priests. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 171) The introduction of compulsory schooling in 1774 increased the education and awareness of the Czech nation. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 118)
The first place on the Czech territory that could have been called “a reading room” was opened by Wolfgang Gerle in 1771.[footnoteRef:12] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 97-98) There were several other rental shops and clubs on the Czech territory but most of them closed for the lack of finances. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 170) In 1799 reading rooms were officially banned for twelve years based on concerns about the distribution of banned books. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 170) [12:  Publishers like Gerle made these places so that people could read their published books and foreign magazines. (ŠINDELÁŘ, 1989, p. 75) Books that could have been borrowed there usually served for social entertainment more than for spreading scientific knowledge or business information and it was mostly visited by wealthy middle class and intelligence. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 98-99)] 

The first well-known reading society[footnoteRef:13] was founded in 1818 and its main goal was to contribute to the improvement of the Czech language by reading Czech books. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 172) It was promoting the interest in culture, education, and useful entertainment between people. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 100) Generally, it was possible to “observe above-individual regularities regarding taste, choice, and intensity of reading” there. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 33)  [13:  Reading cultures occurred in various types, and they differed according to preferences. Women and men reading culture, for example, varied in intensity of reading, relation to fiction, age, jobs. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 18) Its members also must have been declared readers. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 33)] 

The same year the National Museum associated with a library was established. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 166) Several Czech nobles donated titles and manuscripts from their castle libraries. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 167) To financially support the publishing of the Czech scientific literature, František Palacký set up “Matice česká” in 1830. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 168) Later in the 19th century, there were two major types of libraries – scientific and specialized libraries and public libraries. (ŠINDELÁŘ, 1989, p. 89) Gradually the network of libraries in Czechia was forming. Jiří Cejpek (2002) describes the approach in his book: “It was like the Czech and Slovak nations wanted to catch up by what they were late for compared to other developed nations due to national oppression in a short time in this area of cultural life.” (p. 204) At the end of the 19th century, there were 267 libraries on Czech territory administrated by municipalities and districts. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 173)
The 1890s saw the activation of public affairs and efforts for national emancipation. (BUCHVALDEK et al., 1986, p. 293) Since 1914, the Austro-Hungarian Empire was involved in the First World War. In 1915 Tomas G. Masaryk came up with the idea of Czechoslovakia's independence and breaking up the Habsburg monarchy. (BUCHVALDEK et al., 1986, p. 371) After lengthy negotiations with the Allied Powers[footnoteRef:14] during the First World War, it was agreed to unite the Czech and Slovak nations in a federation. (BUCHVALDEK et al., 1986, p. 371) The Czechoslovakian state was the result of nationalistic efforts, and it was then becoming a modern developed democratic country. (BUCHVALDEK et al., 1986, p. 384) After the war, there was an intention to build a Czechoslovakian national library to preserve the history of the state.[footnoteRef:15] (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 197) [14:  A coalition of countries (France, Britain, Russia, Italy, Japan, and the United States) against the Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, the Ottoman Empire, Bulgaria, and their colonies) during the First World War (1914–1918)]  [15:  The national library was firstly denoted as a section in Karolinum in the 18h century dedicated to Czech literature. In 1918, the newly-formed Czech government took it over, and in 1935, the Karolinum library was renamed as a National and university library. In 1995 it assumed its current form as the National Library of the Czech Republic. (NKP: Z historie knihovny)] 

In 1919 Public Libraries Act was passed stating that every village or city in Czechoslovakia must have a public library.[footnoteRef:16] The law specified what a public library should look like, what services should be provided there or how many new books should be bought every year. Alongside with-it ethnic libraries should have been created in some bigger cities. This was showing the effort to spread literacy and educate the nation. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 184) The libraries according to the law should have been receiving an annual contribution of 30 cents to 1 crown per capita from cities and villages. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 185) For the act to be implemented correctly, it was also necessary to have schooled librarians which led to the establishment of the first State Librarian school in 1920. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 191-192)  [16:  Zákon o veřejných knihovnách obecních (1919)] 

The realization of the Act was influenced by Anglo-American and Scandinavian librarianship. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 183) Many librarians were involved in its launch, most of whom worked for free. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 187) The tradition of maintaining and building Czech school libraries persists from the time of the national revival and they sometimes serve as public libraries. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 188) Generally in the 20th century in Czechia there were efforts to move librarianship to more professional and educated standards and libraries became more open to the public. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 192-193) 
In 1924 the state was contributing 4,370,000 crowns to librarianship and popular education, which was only 0.30 crowns per capita. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 239) This amount was further reduced during the economic crisis. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 239) Booksellers were also unsuccessfully asking for financial help from the state (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 240)
In the next decade network of public libraries expanded from 3 343 in 1920 to 11 262 in 1926. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 153) In 1929 for one library there were 813 inhabitants. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 193) However, in villages libraries were small and readers read their content quickly which led to a slow decrease in readers’ interest in books as the new ones were not supplemented frequently. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 193) The International Library Congress of 1926 took part in Prague and showed positive responses from abroad to the Czechoslovakian librarian system. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 202)
In 1927 Czech Book Week started a nationwide promotion of the book, positively influencing the relationship of the public to it. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 267-268)
The economic crisis between 1929 and 1934 hit Czechoslovakian librarianship hard, especially in the area of public libraries whose grants from the government were constantly decreasing. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 205) On the other hand, the number of new readers in libraries, mostly from populations with low income, was on the rise as for them it was the cheapest form of cultural life. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 206) So-called “junk literature” resembling thin notebooks gained popularity among people at that time thanks to its cheapness and easy accessibility. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 207) It was not in favor of the Czech librarianship, but it was the only way to satisfy the hunger for books.
The formation of Czechoslovakia provided mechanisms for the state to help culture and literacy to blossom. But it was soon cut short by the Nazi occupation. Before World War II, German fascist ideology was slowly penetrating Czech literature in the form of German books. German libraries burned classical books and replaced them with fascist literature, on the other hand, Czech books and press strongly condemned fascist actions. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 210) In 1937, a List of forbidden books and songs in Czechoslovakia was published by the state police inspector. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 211) It showed more than two thousand and three hundred titles that were forbidden from 1918 to 1936 – fascist literature, pornography, and socialist literature. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 212)
However, the development of Czechoslovakian librarianship built since 1918 began to collapse under the Munich dictatorship[footnoteRef:17] (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 212) On the anniversary of president T. G. Masaryk’s death in 1941 people decided to boycott the press, causing a drop in sales of 70%. (BARTALOSOVÁ, 2015) In 1942 a decree ordering to hand in all the first editions of Czech writings was issued. Works of Jewish authors and classical authors like Jan Hus, Alois Jirásek, or Viktor Dyk were being destroyed, and they disappeared from the libraries. (BÁEZ, 2021, p. 373) [17:  By signing the Munich agreement, Germany gained Sudetenland (peripheral areas of Czechoslovakia where the Germans lived) and local libraries there were looted immediately after their casting. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 373) Later Germany annexed the whole Czechoslovakia.] 

New titles and reissued books had to undergo censorship which usually distorted their meaning, or they were forbidden to be published at all. (POLÁČEK, 2004, p. 238-239) By 1944 in the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, the “green book” was published with the fourth and the last List of harmful and unwanted writings on the Czech territory. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 162)
Under German oppression, a book for people was something where they could find a sanctuary, strength to fight for another day, and hope for better days. (POLÁČEK, 2004, p. 237) The main goal of the protectorate government that applied power over Czech literature was undoubtedly to reshape its character – to suppress its ability to support and arouse nationalism in people and to make the Czech lands a German servant by spreading their ideology. (POLÁČEK, 2004, p. 245) For this, authors were silenced when their works were in conflict with Nazi ideology. During the German supremacy, more than 3 million books were destroyed in public libraries which were around 40 percent of Czech funds. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 163) Yet, even under pressure Czech literature survived and served the Czech purpose. (POLÁČEK, 2004, p. 246)
After World War II, librarians thought of themselves as creators of public opinion and accepted the notional role of soldiers guarding the arsenal. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 24) Those who thought of it differently were excluded from the librarian community. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 24)
Immediately after the Czechoslovakian liberation in 1945, all the books published in favor of the German empire between 1939 and 1945 were banned. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 341) Forbidden from circulation were also books criticizing Soviet politics and the politics of the communist party. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 342) 
Sadly, – Czechoslovakia was saved from the Nazis only to fall into oppression again, by the Soviets. Since 1948, libraries were officially under the control of the Ministry of Information and Enlightenment with the purpose to raise “the new reader” (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 36-37), educate the working class, and increase their ideological awareness. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 5) Purging of the libraries was also very frequent. Unfitting books were excluded from the book funds and destroyed or sold by antiquarians abroad. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 343-344) Their places were filled with political literature and fiction. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 7) For countries in which political revolutions took place, it was typical to suppress freedom of the press and repressive measures were taken with Czechoslovakia being no exception. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 151) 
In the 1950s new libraries were set up along industrial enterprises, usually including professional literature (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 28), and the total number of libraries in Czechoslovakia in 1950 was 11 197. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 9) 
Under the supervision of audit committees, three phases of censorship passed Czechoslovakia. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 39-40) During the first (1948-49) concrete titles, usually written by emigrated authors or those entitled as “trash literature”[footnoteRef:18], were removed by order of the Ministry of Enlightenment and Information. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 40) In the second phase (1950-52), Nazi anti-state, anti-Soviet, and trash literature was discarded from the libraries. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 49) Within the third phase (since 1953), remnants of politically harmful literature, “trash literature”, titles by emigrated writers, and obsolete scientific literature were excluded from the funds. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 56) [18:  Texts marked by the government as harmful, useless, or silly that were pushed out of the public communication, rejecting pieces of popular literature as well. (JANÁČEK, 2004, p. 10)] 

From 1953 there was an official censorship office under the Ministry of the Interior with the main task to approve titles for printing but also to withdraw books from sale if they showed up to be unfitting after some time.[footnoteRef:19] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 339-340) Thousands of books were taken out of circulation because they were seen as problematic for the regime. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 168, 176) In 1959 the librarian law from 1919 was replaced, unifying the libraries, and highlighting the ideological influence of the libraries. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 170)  [19:  Like in the case of the book “Zbabělci” from Czech writer Josef Škvorecký. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 340)] 

Book publishing was limited not only by official censorship and restrictions but also by the authors themselves who often practiced self-censorship (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 18) so that they could publish at least in the form of Socialist realism. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 5) Writers who got rejected by the authorities were usually ignored publicly. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 314-315) 
Actions of the communists taken against the book, however, could not remove forbidden books from people’s thoughts and their life. Home libraries played a very important role in resisting as they often contained literature from the first republic or censored literature. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 201-202) Due to their existence people shared or lent books between friends, family members, or colleagues. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 18) Although it was an important source for forbidden literature, it could also be very dangerous to possess it. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 201)
[bookmark: _Toc92197233]Reading and books as they contribute to sustaining Czech sensibilities
First written texts in a Slavic language could have been found on the territory of the Czech Republic in the 9th century as a part of the spreading of Christianity by Constantine and Methodius. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 7, 115) Typical were liturgical texts but also legends and verse songs. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 7, 115) The book trade with Italy and France was active since the 12th century and the books were imported, copied, and sold abroad. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 8, 116) In 1348 Emperor Charles IV. established Charles University as a Central European centre of science and literacy. (CEJPEK et al., 2002, p. 92) The oldest book printed in Bohemia was the Trojan Chronicle – a romance about the ancient Troya from the end of the 13th century. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 8, 116) It was printed between the years 1468 and 1478. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 8-9, 116-117) In Bohemia, the first prints were mostly in Czech whereas in Moravia texts were printed in Latin for the most part. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 13, 122)
Censorship was present in the country since the beginning of the 16th century; however, it did not affect the book trade much. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 17, 127) With the reign of Ferdinand I., the printing trade was confined to Prague and Plzeň in 1537 and after a failed resistance, it was completely banned. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 17, 127) The printers though ignored the ban and secretly continued in their work. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 19, 129) The reign of Rudolf II. brought cultural flourishing in the area of Czech literature and letterpress. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 17, 127)
In the 16th century, Prague was the first place in the Czech territory to print books in Hebrew. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 18, 128) Publication of the Kralice Bible in 1596 crucially contributed to forming of the Czech formal language. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 25, 136) The end of the 16th century is marked by decline and stagnation in the development of book printing because of absolutism and the actions of the Catholic Church with its inquisition. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 25-26, 137) The books were oppressed by political and ecclesiastical censorship and members of the population’s intelligence moved beyond the country’s borders. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 26, 137) German was becoming the language of aristocracy and in 1627 it became the official language. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 87) Texts in Czech, on the other hand, were printed for the urban poor and the rural people. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 26, 138) The transition to German raised a wave of resentment among non-German-speaking nations in the Austro-Hungarian Empire who felt threatened and disadvantaged. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 91-92, 98) By this change, the realm was supposed to become more unified, but the way of enforcing it created antipathy among other inhabitants of the empire. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 98) 
In the 1780s national revival tendencies started to appear among Czech people with the purpose to renew and elevate the Czech language. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 29, 141-142) Its pioneers, however, had to learn the language and “rediscover it” because they did not speak it before. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 210) The situation throughout Europe was the same. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 210) Czech dictionaries with grammar books and history books were therefore being published to spread the knowledge of the language throughout the population. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 30, 142) In 1792 Josef Dobrovský published a book about the history of the Czech language and literature. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 87) Between the years 1835 to 1839, Josef Jungmann released a five-volume Czech-German dictionary. (ANDERSON, 2008, p. 87) An important figure was also Václav Matěj Kramerius, one of the Czech enlighteners, who founded the editorial office of the Czech newspaper “Česká expedice”. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 33, 146)
In the 18th and 19th centuries, people read books to get information but also for entertainment. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 225) Reading became a form of emancipation; it stopped being a cultural bonus for minorities and started to be the new social standard. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 225) The first half of the 19th century was in the sign of Czech National Awakening influenced by the greats of Czech literature such as Božena Němcová, Karel Hynek Mácha or Karel Havlíček Borovský whereas in the second half, Czech literature and science were at their peak and Czechs put the nation at the level of other European nations. (HORÁK, 1968, p. 34, 147)
After World War I and the formation of Czechoslovakia, there were supports from the state towards books, libraries, and culture in general. In the terms of learning Czech, the works of Neruda, Mácha, Němcová, Čelakovský or Machar were published. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 275) The books were however getting more expensive, and people could not afford them. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 240)
During World War II., Czech classical literature and historical literature were most favored as well as books from the First Republic. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 296, 298) To prevent forbidden titles from destruction, people were burying them in the backyard, walling them up, some were burning them from fear but mostly they send their books to their relatives living in the countryside. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 164) The oppression did not stop Czech books from being published – they were smuggled in prisons and concentration camps or published in France, Britain, or USA. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 308-309)
Prague was liberated from the Nazis by the USSR[footnoteRef:20] and the communist party gained power in the newly formed Czechoslovakia in 1948. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 320) Shortly after the elections, the nationalization of the printed industry was approved. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 3) The next year a law[footnoteRef:21] was passed by the government causing the termination of more than three hundred and seventy publishing houses, transferring the book market under the regulation of the state. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 165) The future for Czech booksellers and publishers who did not emigrate was now a poorly paid job in expropriated bookstores, in worse cases a ban on activity or prison. (POLÁČEK, 2004, p. 347)  [20:  The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics]  [21:  Law on publishing and expansion of books, music, and other non-periodical publications] 

The literature began to be attributed an influence on human personality – it could cultivate it but also spoil it. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 23) This way books were misused frequently also by the communists. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 23-24) Their idea of the new book was that it should form human beings, their minds, feelings (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 326), evoking enthusiasm for the nation and socialistic ideology. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 34) To make it work, the old habits, norms, and experiences in reading needed to be replaced with a new ideological understanding that was applied and reinforced when reading (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 11) leaving the aesthetic experience secondary. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 34) Books that were misleadingly describing the reality were excluded from the libraries or bookshops and the only allowed description of the world was the Marxist-Leninist interpretation. (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 74) Not getting readers spoiled by the “dangerous” books (ŠÁMAL, 2009, p. 34) was prevented by basing the new reading culture on the premise that “the availability of certain kinds of printed matter alone automatically generates communities of readers capable of meeting desired social expectations”. (ŠMEJKALOVÁ, 2011, p. 116) 
The concept of the “mass reader” was later supported by the government’s efforts to lower the prices of books by mass production and by promotion of “the new literature” by libraries. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 334, 343) In contrast with the USSR[footnoteRef:22], in Czech Lands illiteracy was not an issue, and establishing such a system that would re-educate its readers was very challenging for the communists. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 13) [22:  In the 1920s and 1930s, the Soviet Union was dealing with illiteracy. Its new inexperienced readers were easy to manipulate and the government in the USSR took control over production of the mass reader discourse guiding the readers within the framework. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 13)] 

Reading as a part of forming the reading culture was promoted through many campaigns and efforts. One of them was Fučík’s badge[footnoteRef:23] during which participants had to read eleven listed books and were tested by the committee. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 332) Other supporting features were “Reading discussions”[footnoteRef:24] that should have sparked readers’ interest in political events and by sharing the interpretations from books they should have facilitated the mass reader concept. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 8)  [23:  The campaign was active between the years 1949 and 1977. Those who succeeded were given Fučík’s badge. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 332-333)]  [24:  It was a means of control supported and highly promoted by the Enlightenment Research Institute. Posters, notice boards or advertisements in daily press could have been found promoting the sessions. Social pressure from the colleagues played an important part in participation in these events. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 8, 10, 16)] 

“The month of March has been declared the Book Month.” (MERENUS, 2007) – or one more tool for promoting the books. The fact that Czechoslovakia was the only state in the world to have a “Book month”[footnoteRef:25] in March was firstly announced in 1955. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 336-337) “Thanks to Book Month, there was more talk about books, and thanks to that, people came to our library, who would not otherwise find their way to us,” says long-time librarian Marie Deuserová. (MERENUS, 2007) [25:  Libraries and bookstores held contests also in cooperation with elementary schools. It was celebrated until the 90s and in 2010 March was announced “Month of the Readers”. (MERENUS, 2007)] 

Publishing of the books was limited by allotment of paper persisting since the occupation and approval of publishing plans by the authorities. (JANÁČEK, 2004, p. 192) Despite the efforts of the state, the number of new titles per year decreased since 1946 from two thousand to 611 in 1953. (JANÁČEK, 2004, p. 152) Access to the limited number of books was presented by the government as an element of democratization and as a privilege. (LISHAUGEN, 2014, p. 5)
In the second half of the 1960s cultural pressure over Czechoslovakia was slowly releasing and the socialist dogma that the reader needs to be led and educated instead of caring about his interests was being weakened. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 356-357) New publishing houses came to life as the pressure on ending the censorship was being heard. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 357) After criticism of the cultural politics from Czechoslovakian writers[footnoteRef:26], the situation in the country began to escalate. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 188-190) Public opinion was influenced by intellectuals and writers known for their criticism against the system and official politics. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 190) The document Two thousand words was published to emphasize the concerns about the future public life in Czechoslovakia and the need for more radical reform. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 191) The government saw the text as a call for disobedience for citizens and as an attack on the essence of the socialist state. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 191) The situation along with other incidents graduated into the intervention of the Warsaw Pact troops in Czechoslovakia in August of 1968.[footnoteRef:27] (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 192) [26:  On the fourth congress of the Association of the Czechoslovak writers in 1967. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 188-189)]  [27:  The Moscow Protocol was signed a few days after that promising to fulfil stated points like prohibition of anti-socialist organizations or control over the press by the communist party. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 192)] 

Mass demonstrations followed and in 1969 university student Jan Palach burned himself alive in protest. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 193) Since then so-called “normalization” has started. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 293) The communist party was consolidating power through force; citizens were intimidated for the new system of social realism to work. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 293) In reaction to these actions Charter 77 was formed. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 306) Czech ideas about freedom of speech and other human rights were articulated through this group.[footnoteRef:28] Several activists who signed its document were persecuted, imprisoned, or forced into exile by the government. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 307) [28:  It also pointed out that tens of thousands of citizens cannot work in their field of study because of their different opinions and their children are prevented from education. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 306-307)] 

Despite the state censorship, Czech writers found ways to continue writing and publishing even if they had to leave their country. “Samizdat”[footnoteRef:29] was present already in the 1950s but after 1968 it spread widely through the public. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 367) One of the most famous samizdat editions was Petlice which published four hundred titles mostly by prohibited authors.[footnoteRef:30] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 367) Those titles were incredibly popular among readers who shared them with friends and their awareness spread like a wildfire. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 369-370) In 1971 Zdena and Josef Škvorecký founded Sixty-Eight Publishers in Toronto where Czech writers in exile published over two hundred and twenty titles until its termination in 1993. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 175-176) [29:  It was a book in the form of handwritten copy that people read and then sent it forward or made their own copy.]  [30:  All the editions strictly followed the state rules so that their actions would not be legally challengeable, however, not all the involved avoided punishment. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 368-369)] 

Book Thursdays were an extraordinary phenomenon especially in the 1970s and 1980s.[footnoteRef:31] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 361) When the new titles came to bookshops, people waited in line to get them for hours as there was only a limited number of copies. The hunger for the books was so enormous that readers waited even for seven hours to get the book they wanted, and it became a cultural ritual for them. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 185) The situation was caused mainly by the poorly organized book market during the socialist era, but people still remember it with joy even after the fall of communism. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 175) [31:  Their origin is in the 19th century when booksellers demanded equal conditions on publishing and selling. Thursday was settled to be the day for publishing. The phenomenon was most significant during communism even though there was no rivalry between the booksellers. (ŠIMEČEK, TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 361)] 

In 1984 Jaroslav Seifert received the Nobel prize for literature which made him the first Czech writer to win it. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 180) After that, the regime gradually relaxed and allowed for more open views. (JANOUŠEK, 2012, p. 309) On the 17th of November 1989, a student demonstration took place resulting in the Velvet Revolution and the resignation of the communist government.
Research on reading was done between the years 1982 and 1988 by Aleš Haman.[footnoteRef:32] Half of the interviewees preferred Czech titles and the most recommended or re-read book was Švejk by Jaroslav Hašek. (HAMAN, 1991, p. 71, 76) Most of the books in the 1980s dealt with light topics. (HAMAN, 1991, p. 96-97, 110, 112-113) [32:  Though it was published in 1991, its trustworthiness can be questioned as the investigations were done under the communist regime which might disrupt its results.] 

Czech author in exile and co-founder of Sixty-Eight Publishers Josef Škvorecký summarized the relationship to books: “Books were our joy: fun instead of cinema or theatre, worship instead of the church.” (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 204)
[bookmark: _Toc92197234]What happened after 1989
After the fall of communism, one of the main goals was to free books from state ideology and governmental power. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 444) The Czech book market needed to liberate, transform, and stabilize. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 386-392) On the merits of the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and the newly formed Civil forum the so-called “Fonds of forbidden literature” and Samizdat or exile books returned into the libraries. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 196) Shortly after that, new Czech private publishing houses like Paseka or the Czech expedition were established. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 57) In the post-communist era, the book market was unable to meet the new demand. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 384-385)
People could now buy books in stalls, subways, or train stations. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 386) Bookshops were discarding titles specific for the communistic regime, and they added new titles to their expedition plans. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 387) Along with the “new stuff”, re-editions of books, usually of the titles forbidden during communism, became very popular among readers. (ŠMEJKALOVÁ, 2000, p. 140) 
The book market rapidly expanded. (ŠMEJKALOVÁ, 2000, p. 139) After the Velvet revolution, Book Thursdays seemed insufficient for publishing as the market was flooded with new titles. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 387) Readers were feverishly interested in books, they were buying loads of them as they were still used to the socialistic situation that if they do not buy the book now, it will no longer be available later. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 273) This soon led to a paper price increase. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 388) Due to globalization, reading trends in the Czech Republic became the same as on global markets by the end of the 1990s. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 392)
	Since the 1980s the volume of the Czech book titles offers quadrupled, newspapers and magazines multiplied eight times, radio multiplied twenty times and television multiplied sixty times.[footnoteRef:33] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 400) In 2011 record number of titles was published (18 985) which was more than four times as much compared to 1985. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 207) In the production of books per capita, the Czech Republic occupied one of the top spaces in the world’s rankings. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 443) The main handicap of the Czech book market remains its small size, which, on the contrary, gives it flexibility and the ability to react fast to changes and new titles. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 443-444) The results of international research on adult literacy in 1995 have shown that Czechs are well above average. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 198) [33:  Data from 2010] 

With the upcoming digitalization, reading communities, libraries, and reading itself is challenged. Despite the initial preponderance from the era of the first republic, the number of libraries is decreasing (5 307), but nonetheless remain well above the average per capita in the European Union.[footnoteRef:34] (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 61) Their function gradually transformed due to new technologies from lending books and magazines to informational, educational centres or community builders.[footnoteRef:35] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 431) Along with it, its main focus is on literacy which is important for promoting the national consciousness and identity. Libraries have fewer registered members, but the number of visitors is on the rise which is caused by new services that are provided by libraries such as book lending from other libraries or specific events held by the library like author reading, workshops, exhibitions, and educational programs. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 61) Currently, most used services except for book lending are copying, getting information about publications, and using the Internet.[footnoteRef:36] (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 64) For the public, libraries are still mostly considered a suitable place for studying and education and the negative views usually come from non-readers. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 67) [34:  Data from 2019 (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 61)]  [35:  By going to the library, we build a community around literacy.]  [36:  Every library in the Czech Republic, according to the law, must provide it free of charge or at the cost of the provision. (Informace pro knihovny, 2015)] 

Many initiatives trying to attract readers showed in the Czech Republic like “Night with Andersen”[footnoteRef:37], “Celé Česko čte dětem”[footnoteRef:38], “the Book World”[footnoteRef:39] or Great Book Thursday.[footnoteRef:40] In 2016 Jiří Mahen Library in Brno set up a service called “personal librarian”.[footnoteRef:41] (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 209) The book market also plays important role in creating imagined space for readers and supplying them with new titles.[footnoteRef:42] (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 69) All these attempts have varying success that manifests in reports of the Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers. Those supported by numbers in sales show that the interest in books remains among people. (SČKN, 2020) [37:  Once a year, libraries organize sleepovers for kids followed by pre-reading, games, and competitions all accompanied by the world of books. (“Noc s Andersenem: O projektu”) This event spread across the Czech Republic and in 2019 it was celebrated in 21 countries. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 439 & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2020, p. 201) It is still active today since 2000.]  [38:  A public benefit organisation founded in 2006 with the attempt to strengthen relationships in the family through reading to the kids for 20 minutes a day. (“Celé Česko čte dětem: O nás”)]  [39:  International book faire taking place every May in Prague for more than 23 years. (“Svět knihy: O nás”)]  [40:  In 2010 Czech bookstore chain Kosmas tried to revive the idea of Book Thursdays. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 188) Their Great Book Thursday tries to approach the old cultural ritual by publishing around 15 new titles in one day twice a year which is followed by the signing of the authors and discounts for the new titles. (“Velký knižní čtvrtek: Média“ & ”KOSMAS: To, co děláme, nás baví. ”) In October 2021 the 20th Great Book Thursday took place. (“Velký knižní čtvrtek: Tisková zpráva říjen 2021”)]  [41:  At a specified time, the librarian is available for the visitors to recommend them books according to their personal taste. (ŽIVNÝ, 2016)]  [42:  In 2019 money turnover in the Czech book market increased by 3,5 percent, 2,5 percent made printed books. (SČKN, 2020, p. 3) The total turnover that year climbed to 8,6 billion Czech crowns. (SČKN, 2020, p. 7)] 

In 2020 libraries were challenged by the compulsory closure due to COVID-19 and paper books could not have been borrowed. Libraries, therefore, could only borrow them under very special arrangements or online. According to Prague’s City Library study, downloading of the books from the e-library has since then multiplied by 400 percent. (VOJTÍŠEK, 2020) 
[bookmark: _Toc92197235]Czech reading in data
	National quantitative research on Czech reading was conducted in 2018 by Jiří Trávníček (2019) with assistance from the National Library of Czech Republic. It shows some interesting findings across the reading sphere concerning buying books, reading, and respondents’ opinions on public libraries that I would like to highlight.
Reading in general (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 37-38)
· 78 % of the population read at least one book per year
· On average, residents read 12,6 books a year, those who are older than 65 years read on average 4 more books
· Every day we spend on average 31 minutes reading books and 22 minutes reading newspapers or magazines
· 44 % people bought at least one book that year, most often they were between 25 and 54 years
· The most common way of getting a book is by gift (52 %) and the most popular place to buy it is a bookstore
· Our home libraries have on average 253 books, 2,5 % of respondents state that they do not have any books, 14 % have more than 500 books in their home libraries
Digital reading and audiobooks (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 38)
· 18 % of the population read e-books, the most frequent device they use for reading is a smartphone followed by a notebook
· The Internet is mostly used for reading short articles or online versions of newspapers and magazines
· Audiobooks are listened to by 14 % of the population, but only 1 % of them listen to them regularly, it is also most popular in the age group from 15 to 34 years
Public libraries (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 39)
· 28 % of the Czech Republic population visited a public library at least once a year, they are most visited by age group from 15 to 24 (38 %) and least visited by people between 25 to 34 years
· Service people lack the most in libraries is a snack bar or café (37 %)
· Respondents who do not come to libraries state as their excuse that they do not have the time for it
· The public mostly think libraries “allow access to resources and books, that people do not have at home”
Reading socialization (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 39, 114-115)
· According to the research, readers spend more time by sport or cultural activities than non-readers
· Parents or grandparents in the past read to 67 % of respondents, 73 % of parents or grandparents now read to their children and grandchildren

Between the years 2013 and 2018 data shows a slight decline among the reading culture, but the author of the research calls it insubstantial from a long-term point of view. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 41) There is also a steady decline in the number of registered visitors to public libraries. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 41) The number of magazine readers and amount of time spent reading them have dropped significantly. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 41) On the other hand, the Internet is on the rise among its users and is used daily more and more. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 41)
[bookmark: _Toc92197236]How digitalization affects literacy habits
The term literacy means that “a person is able to locate, retrieve, evaluate, use and reproduce the information in an appropriate manner”. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 3) There are various types of literacies but the most relevant are Information literacy and digital literacy. With information literacy, a person can “find the right information from the right source”. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 4) Digital literacy, on the other hand, requires a person to “use information and communication technologies to find, evaluate, create, and communicate information requiring both cognitive and technical skills”. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 4)
A Swedish research paper on the impact of digitalization on literacy operates with the terms “digital native” – a person born after 1980 who inherited abilities to handle well digital media – and “digital immigrants” born before 1980 who have troubles with learning to use them. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 2) The results of the study show that information literacy among digital natives has no effect on the decision to use digital media whereas among digital immigrants it plays a big role. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 12) Attitudes towards using technology were far more important for digital natives, probably because they were always present, but not so much for digital immigrants. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 12) Social norms vastly influence the intention of digital immigrants to use digital technology and digital natives consider digital literacy to be more important than information literacy. (NIKOU et al., 2019, p. 13)
Digital literacy changes reading habits in many ways. Some of them impact the ways the readers engage the reading experience; some affect their way of processing the information and some relate to the very experience itself.
Digitalization changed the way the Czech book market operates. Libraries, booksellers but even readers had to adapt to the new technologies and principles that affected their attitudes. The reactions to it were various. Booksellers started adding CDs to their range of goods, whereas the authors must have learned to submit manuscripts in electronic form as it was easier to make changes there. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 424) Some of the bookstores and antiquaries became part of a chain or created their own e-shops. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 434) As Internet shopping spread across Europe, it began to compete with physical shops. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 426) 
In the sphere of keeping track of newly published titles, digitalization partially calmed the chaos after 1989.[footnoteRef:43] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 424) It also helped with old manuscripts being converted into electronic forms. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 424) Several publishers took the advantage of social media, and they use it now to promote new titles. In advance, they get immediate feedback from their followers, thanks to which the awareness spreads to their friends and familiars. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 430) [43:  In the second half of the 90s, readers used Amazon to get information about published books to buy them then in the store. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 426) In reaction to this the Association of Czech Booksellers and Publishers established an internet database of published titles in 2003. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 426)] 

The appearance of the e-book on the market was firstly met with scepticism as publishers and booksellers did not know how to protect it from piracy. (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 428) It changed its dynamics though and the first companies selling e-books were established in 2010.[footnoteRef:44] (ŠIMEČEK & TRÁVNÍČEK, 2014, p. 428) According to the Report from 2019, the popularity of e-books[footnoteRef:45] and audiobooks[footnoteRef:46] has increased. (SČKN, 2020, p. 19) More than 140 libraries participated in the eReading project in 2019 which should have increased awareness of the electronic borrowing system where people can borrow e-books. (SČKN, 2020, p. 18) [44:  For example, Palmknihy or eReading]  [45:  Making one-quarter of total book sales. (SČKN, 2020, p. 3)]  [46:  Over four hundred new titles were published which is half as much as last year. (SČKN, 2020, p. 19)] 



[bookmark: _Hlk92138659][bookmark: _Toc92197237]Case study – How is digitalization affecting Czech reading culture
Above I wrote about the Czech context from a historical perspective and how the reading, books, and libraries worked under oppressions, but we must ask ourselves, what it is like now? What are the reading patterns, how they are changing? What is the role of the library and how is it changing? How do people perceive and comprehend digital change and what is their response to it?
My research goal was to examine how Czech readers perceive books, public libraries, and reading nowadays when everyone has a smartphone and the easiest way of having fun is to turn on the TV. My focus was also on their opinions on how the perception was influenced by the history of the Czech lands.
[bookmark: _Toc92197238]Methods, data collecting, and analyzing
It would be incredibly hard to process a quantitative questionnaire to get the most objective data. That is why I chose qualitative research and asked the librarians who have an overview about what people borrow and what they think. The research sample was intended to be exploratory and include content from 3 to 5 respondents, however, I happened to get more answers than that, and I decided to use them all. Firstly, an e-mail was sent to the Moravian Library, Prague’s City Library, and the Library of Kolín asking for participation in my qualitative research. After that, they chose their own respondent. Moravian library and Library of Kolín chose one, in Prague, on the other hand, I got seven answers. The last respondent was a student of the librarian studies at Masaryk’s university to add the point of view of the young generation. The overall number of respondents is ten. 
“There is no single universally accepted way to define or do qualitative research,” stated Jan Hendl. (2005, p. 49) It can be any research done by different methods than by statistical methods or different qualifications. (HENDL, 2005, p. 50) The researcher, like a detective, analyses information and makes deductive and inductive inferences. (HENDL, 2005, p. 50) For the inductive method used usually in qualitative research, it is typical to examine the environment first, get to know the facts, and then form the theory in the process. (ESTERBERG, 2001, p. 7) Qualitative research can also better focus on the individual experiences of the respondents. 
“The main task is to clarify how people in a given environment and situation conquer understanding what is happening, why they act in a certain way and how they organize their everyday activities and interactions.” (HENDL, 2005, p. 52)
For this method, it is also important to understand social processes in context. (ESTERBERG, 2001, p. 2) Its pitfall can, however, be the researcher himself affecting subjectively the tone of research interpretation. (HENDL, 2005, p. 52)
At first, the qualitative research was supposed to be in the form of an interview over the phone or by an online meeting platform lasting approximately 30 minutes. However, many of the respondents did not have the time for it so that we agreed on the answers in the form of a questionnaire in Google Forms with open answers or on sending them by e-mail. Additional questions were laid over the phone. 
Collecting of the answers took place in October and November 2021. The respondents were acknowledged with the goal of the interview, they were assured about anonymity and asked if the name of the library could be used in my thesis.[footnoteRef:47] In my research, they are addressed under the nicknames – Librarian no. 2 or Student of the librarian studies.  [47:  Respondents from Prague’s library answered questions stating only their function without name.] 

The answers were analyzed in written form. Using induction, conclusions were then formed from the responses. The list of questions along with anonymized answers was translated into English and is available in Appendix A.


[bookmark: _Toc92197239]Limits
The research can, however, have several limits that could disrupt the conclusions. Picked libraries, for example, do not have to correspond to the situation in the whole Czech Republic as the sample might not have been selected representatively enough. The situation in small village libraries might be different from the one in the big cities and their librarians might not be as familiar with people’s opinions as in smaller ones.
As a result of the interview being mostly written, distortion may occur as during spoken conversation the approach is more personal, and the respondent is more likely to say more than in written answers. The survey may influence the respondent to write short answers. The librarians also have not done any specific research to ask readers directly, which means their responses are mainly subjective.
[bookmark: _Toc92197240]Perception of the book, library, and reading in the digital age
The respondents mostly agreed that books for Czechs are a source of fun and information without any significant changes from the past. Some of them mention that the printed version is still more popular among readers than its digital form.
“I don't think that the Czechs' relationship to books has changed significantly, except that we now have freedom in what we read, what we buy, and what we publish.”– Student of the librarian studies
The decline in reading, however, is observed by several of them as well as decreasing critical reading ability and text comprehension among readers.
“For example, we used to have 300 people come in on Wednesdays. Now, on our busiest day, we get 150 visitors at most, and that happens maybe twice a year.” – Librarian no. 1.
Reading at home according to the respondents is more comfortable and usually done with the purpose to relax. The library, on the other hand, can be a more suitable place for studying, eliminating external distractions. The COVID-19 in the Czech Republic is also affecting the situation as fewer readers can be present at the library, and it might not be comfortable to read with the respirator on the mouth.
Five out of ten see an advantage in digitalization as titles are more accessible than before and can be preserved for other generations by it. It is making the work of students and researchers easier and faster. Two librarians do not see its effect on reading at all and two others observe a decline in the number of visitors. One of them did not answer the question. Several interesting points emerged from the answers concerning digitalization: loss of the personal approach when the librarian recommends titles and shares personal experience, reduction of the desire to read uninteresting books, and, conversely, searching for interesting books. Most of the respondents do not see negative changes in peoples’ approach towards books caused by digitalization, they see it more like an expansion of the reading possibilities. 
“It is possible to have more unfinished books and take more books with you than usual, especially when traveling on long journeys it can mean that people read more.” – Student of the librarian studies
According to the respondents, the positive opinion of the public on libraries persists. It is still seen as a place of education, culture, and a community place for people from all walks of life without distinction. But different views can have people who have never visited a library, who do not know what they are for and what services they provide. With digitalization, libraries must have transformed themselves and are now places for author readings, lectures, and discussions about books along with book rental.
“Libraries are important to the people who use them – not just as a source of good reading, but of human contact or culture and education.” – Librarian no. 7
Their perception from the past changed a little but respondents do not have a constant opinion about this. Some of them think libraries were more valued in the past when they were a source of reliable information. Nowadays people rather find what they need online no matter its trustworthiness. Few librarians think they are still favored for providing books that are more and more expensive and for other services.
“After a certain waning of interest in the 1990s and 2000s, and before 1989 with a limited range of books only by licensed authors, libraries are now a welcomed resource to explore literature of many genres, including, of course, scholarly literature, and a range of digital platforms.” – Librarian no. 6
Another concept was important for my thesis – the perception of the libraries as community spaces. I was wondering how and if people perceived it and how it is created. All the respondents see it this way, even though some think the libraries are only just beginning with the effort to do so. Two librarians say this is caused by the transformation of libraries that are now allowing events of interest groups and other associations to happen on their premises. Librarian no. 6 says: 
“Increasingly, libraries are also community spaces and are beginning to reassume the role of community and cultural centres in a given locality, or at least a place where it is possible to meet with current events in culture and in a given locality, for example on the basis of meetings of community associations in a given area and the organisation of community events in the library or in cooperation with it.”
However, two librarians highlight the experience that not everyone is interested in these events, and it can be very challenging for the libraries. 
“In today’s hectic and uncertain times, mainly seniors and younger children are interested in meeting in the libraries, especially in the framework of cooperation between schools and clubs with libraries.” – Librarian no. 1
One of the questions dealt with how libraries form reading communities. Many of the voices pointed out that it is not only those that are created by the libraries and that there are, for example, DIY communities, maker spaces, or other interest groups. They differ by age and interest. If we focus on the reading ones, respondents state that they are usually related to the book clubs or regular meetings and that often their creation needs to be consulted with the library, if it can hold it, or with partners who would like to participate on the project. Librarian no. 9, on the other hand, claims that reading communities have always formed naturally and that: “…it is up to the library how it works with this, whether it actively encourages it – through reading clubs, literary events, work with schools, classes, etc.” Sometimes, according to the student of the librarian studies, the reading culture can also arise around the personality of an active reader or librarian who builds a community with his views and recommendations.
By creating and supporting the reading community, libraries and reading itself comes to the fore. Librarian no. 9 mentions that the library is the third most important element in reading socialization. “The influence is crucial, especially for children – if they learn to go to the library, it is very likely that they will stay with it or return to it sooner or later. If a skilful librarian also guides them to reading, quality literature, in a fun and attractive way, then it is one of the strongest stimuli for the development of reading. In adulthood, this can act in a similar way, leading to greater motivation to read.” The reading is also transferred from something passive to an active activity. It can stimulate thinking and talking about values, thoughts, considerations, and by that people can learn and evolve. “At the same time, they can help people to learn about other people's stories and thus build more interpersonal understanding, tolerance, kindness. People can then read more and be more motivated to read because they are obliged to do so by external circumstances,” adds the student of the librarian studies.
The penultimate question was focused on the specifics of Czech relationships with books, libraries, and reading. Three out of ten said they could not judge it; one answered that Czechs might look at books and libraries haughtily. Three other mentioned Czech dense networks of libraries – allegedly some time ago New York Times said we were “librarian hegemony”. Opinion of the Librarian no. 6 is based on the fact that “books and reading culture belong to our national wealth and that the role of libraries is irreplaceable in Czech thinking, including the tradition of reading.” However, we must keep looking for new ways of supporting reading.
The last question concerned the influence of history on Czech perception of books today but only seven respondents answered it. Two refuse the effect of the history on Czech’s perception; the rest confirm it. They say people are still interested in books about history and the communist era. The censorship in the past increased the demand for books after 1989, but the book market was flooded with new titles and nowadays it is full of trash literature and ballast. Librarian no. 1 comments on that:
“Personally, I can say that I can pick maybe 2 nice classic novels out of 100 books that really grab your attention. Otherwise, there's an incredible amount of detective novels, but they're all those kind of psychological thrillers – people like to read that, but it's all one-size-fits-all, so there are very few good books coming out. Indeed, the amount of books now is purely commercial”
The young generation apparently does not show interest in forbidden books, and it is not their only problem with reading.
“The only relic of a bygone era that affects library activities slightly negatively is the persistence of compulsory reading in schools, which has been shown to have a negative impact on children's relationship to reading.” – Librarian no. 5

[bookmark: _Toc92197241]Discussion/Conclusions
Digitalization is changing the ways in which we engage with information and how we engage sociality in our lives. Its wrong usage can cause irreversible damage; however, it brings advantages as well. We must learn to prevent the negative effects on us and find a way to use it healthily. We should consider twice the information found online with a critical approach. (SPITZER, 2014, p. 283) Deductive reasoning and the inclination towards reflection are integrally connected through written language, ultimately contributing to the development of one’s collective consciousness. (WOLF, 2020, p. 207) For it to be sustained for the future, it is necessary for every member of the society to be capable of deep reading and thinking. (WOLF, 2020, p. 207) 
After recapitulating Czech history, it might seem that Czechs would have an extraordinary relationship with books as well as strong book culture through which the freedom of speech operates. This was noticeable in the 90s and for another decade, but nowadays, as I found in my research, most of the young have forgotten the oppressions and its ghost is not haunting Czech lands anymore. They do not know what it was like not to have information, moreover, they are overwhelmed by them which seems to be happening globally.
The research did not show anything unique about the Czech difference except the ways in which the library or individuals act out their love for books. The relationship towards books and libraries remains strong, but the uniqueness of their perception declines. It is, however, impressive, that through all the oppressions of the nation, the Czech literature never gave up its ability to blossom and supported its people during the hard times.
Interesting is the effort of people and libraries to bring a sense of commitment to the new generation showing them what the tactile experience feels like and how to enjoy a book in the digital age in a nostalgic way. Even in the digital age, libraries find the way to their visitors, adapt to new technologies like e-books or electronic resources, and try to attract their visitors to build a relationship and make their visiting a habit. The library is being reimagined, but its space and roles are permanent.
The fact that libraries are supported nationally and locally in the terms of usage and the relationship Czech endeavourers have in terms of its support are developing Czech national consciousness. When contemporary authors are celebrated, promoted, or brought back to public awareness, it serves as a self-reaffirmation of how Czech consciousness and perspectives can contribute not only to the locals but to the whole world as well. With the support of the state and other protagonists, the ideological patterns necessary for the nation to know itself are still being promoted, though they continue to change. However, the way it approaches the Czech consciousness depends on how much money there is to promote it.
[bookmark: _Toc92197242]Libraries in the future
The role of the libraries changed over time. During the first republic, it was mainly educational, in the communist era, it had a political and ideological role in raising “new readers” of the socialist state. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 301) After the fall of communism, libraries had to adapt to the new age of upcoming digitalization, and they extended the services provided. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2017, p. 302-303)
Their main purpose is now to collect and keep historical funds and to provide equal access to information to everyone. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 223) They also participate in several other public benefit activities such as lifelong learning, supporting reading and active spending of free time, providing information for small and medium-sized enterprises, or preserving and protecting cultural heritage. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 223-224)
With digitalization, most of the tasks concerning databases and catalogues were transferred to computers and their programs, and it is now possible to see books that are available in certain libraries online or even borrow them online. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 224-229) The public now has access to old documents and manuscripts converted to digital versions. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 230-231) But not all of the electronic materials can be publicly posted, only the ones whose author is more than 70 years after his death. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 231) Otherwise, the copyright is in effect. The number of libraries with websites is also on the rise. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 235)
For the future, it is important to keep changing the range of services provided by libraries to maintain the favor of its users. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 248) Alongside, the usage of electronic information resources needs to be supported for its importance in science and research. (SAK et al., 2007, p. 248) Librarians must continue to recommend books to children but also to adults with kindness and positivity to share their love for books. (TRÁVNÍČEK, 2019, p. 151) Though its priority should still be the preservation of the original books and sources as if not, they could be lost forever. (BÁEZ, 2012, p. 509)
[bookmark: _Toc92197243]Concerns about the end of books
When it comes to concerns about the end of books, several Czech authors commented on whether the book would survive the year 2000. Most of them were very optimistic in their opinions and not afraid about its fate, some of them thought the book would be rare but still active. (ŽÁK, 2000) We can just look around to see that the pessimistic idea has not come true. The authors agree that the book gives us space for imagination unlike television and provides us with more details that cannot be captured on screen. (ŽÁK, 2000) They attribute the decline in reading to the accelerated time when people have less time to read and do what they like. (ŽÁK, 2000) Robert Merle[footnoteRef:48] comments on the topic: “When you read a book, you have plenty of time, whereas, in the case of television or movie, you don’t. You must perceive quickly. When you read and you need to sort out your thoughts […], you have all the time you need. You can put the book aside, take it again, put it aside, take it.” (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 53-54) [48:  French novelist, literary historian, translator, and professor of English and American literature] 

Some of the authors mentioned troubles with the approach of the young towards books. “I think children who don’t like books or reading in general and who don’t like animals, there’s nothing that can be done with them in life. Nothing. Because it verifies the intellect and emotional side of the child. Response to reading and love for animals. Where these two factors do not emerge, it is over,” says Adolf Born, Czech illustrator of children’s books. (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 73)
From the nationalistic point of view, “the existence of the book is very important for national identity and culture in general. After all, it is extremely important to know about oneself and one’s nation. And one can only learn that from books,” remarks Czech actor Miroslav Donutil. (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 195)
“Such people who love literature will never dwindle.” – by this sentence ends her interview Zdena Škvorecká.[footnoteRef:49] (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 206) This positive thought towards books and their future goes well with the expression of Ota Ornest[footnoteRef:50]: “If there are good authors, the readers will always come.” (ŽÁK, 2000, p. 138) [49:  Czech writer and co-founder of 68 Publishers]  [50:  Czech poet, editor, translator, and brother of Czech poet Jiří Orten] 

According to Jiřina Šmejkalová (2000), the only way of persisting is the redefinition of the book, its purpose, and its social status. (p. 215) But from what we have seen in the reports of sales and all around us, I believe the future of the book, libraries and reading is safe for now.
 “Therefore, as long as a man is a creature endowed with the ability of speech, there will be poetry that reflects the dialectic of human existence and the human meaning of life, which makes understandable the tension between medium and information, meaning and purpose. And until then there will be a reader.” (HAMAN, 1991, p. 167)
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1) How do Czechs see books nowadays? How did their views change compared to the past?
•	L1: Books are still a source of information and entertainment. Compared to the past, the interest in them is particularly low among the middle and younger generation due to the easy availability of information from the Internet and entertainment in the form of social networks.
•	L2: The book is still a popular type of medium.
•	L3: Escape from reality, relaxation, development of the intellect. There is no difference, only the book spectrum is a million times bigger than in the past (-30 years).
•	L4: Source of information, hobby, pleasure.
•	L5: The book serves for entertainment and education, the change in the last hundred years is generally non-existent.
•	L6: I think in the last ten or fifteen years we've seen a return to printed books.
•	L7: I cannot speak for the Czechs in general, I can speak about my experience. For me, the perception of the book has certainly shifted. Maybe even the reading itself. I read a lot more from the screen (maybe more than from paper), I read a lot shorter texts that are available online. I get to a paper book either on public transport or when I want to enjoy it on my own time. I mostly read e-things online, without downloading them, kind of instantly actually. Another big difference I see is that I always read a paper book sooner or later, but the e-texts I ever download usually end up in a swamp of perpetual data loneliness. Either the app or the device breaks, or I simply forget about them when I don't have them in sight at the library. 
•	L8: Since I worked as a librarian for 12 years before, I think that on the contrary readers, regardless of their age, still prefer physical books to virtual formats.
•	L9: This is a difficult question for sociologists or public opinion researchers. According to surveys, Czechs are still avid readers, they read a lot, although perhaps less than in the past, which is, of course, a general trend related to the development of other forms of entertainment and free time. What seems to be declining even faster, however, is the ability to read critically, to understand a text, etc.
•	S: A source of entertainment, but also an artifact of a certain education, culture, and intellect. Books are a part of homes, a classic Christmas gift, a symbol of interest in the world around us, but also in stories themselves. I don't think that the Czechs' relationship to books has changed significantly, except that we now have freedom in what we read, what we buy, and what we publish.
2) How did Czech history influence Czech relationships with books?
•	L1: There was interest then, but that was really in the 90s to 2005/2010 and actually what could have been published has been published long ago, and whoever wanted it has read it, and now the younger generation, they're not interested in the banned books anymore.
•	L2: History does not influence the current approach to books, the present influences the current approach.
•	L3: In no way, there is just more access to information and the truth can be found.
•	L4: I cannot say.
•	L5: Naturally. Libraries have been centres of verified literature, but this lingering feeling among some is gradually being dismantled, or libraries may not even know about it. The only relic of a bygone era that affects library activities slightly negatively is the persistence of compulsory reading in schools, which has been shown to have a negative impact on children's relationship to reading.
•	L6: I think that the great interest in learning about the past, about the period 1948-1989, in a different way than it has been presented for years, has died down a bit, but these books are still being borrowed, and more and more books are coming out that look at this period from a different point of view, and readers are asking about these books and borrowing them.
•	L8: Censorship is not as strict today as it used to be. On the other hand, perhaps that's the lure of readers reaching for a title that's not a novel but from the nonfiction department. But whether these are conspiracy theories or true accounts is for each individual to decide for themselves.
•	S: As a young person, I can't fully judge this, but I suppose books were seen as a luxury in the days of prohibition; in particular, free access to literature and different points of view, opinions, and ideas were rare. After the revolution, the book market sort of expanded and brought the possibility of reading foreign titles, but it also gave the opportunity to produce trash literature in a much larger volume, the book market today is rather overwhelmed with ballast.
3) What differences can Czech readers perceive between reading at the library and reading at home?
•	L1: In the library, books are read by people who really love the books and the environment full of books.
•	L2: It's easier to read at home, it's more comfortable, especially for fiction. In the library, you collect documents and read passages.
•	L3: In COVID definitely at home, in our library (a city library of about 2 thousand readers) 2 readers read the daily newspapers and sometimes students when they are waiting for a connection. It's different in the children's section where kids read more.
•	L4: They have their comforts at home. They're more likely to read at home.
•	L5: Reading for pleasure is more enjoyable in a home environment, and study reading is better in a library, as there are fewer sources for possible procrastination.
•	L6: I think they increasingly prefer to read at home but attend author readings in libraries, which can then inspire them to borrow books.
•	L7: Reading in the library is more like a kind of field reconnaissance - I walk among the shelves, pull something out here and there, browse. But I don't really behave that way. I have listings (personal desiderata), which I use to look for books in the catalogue and then I purposefully go for the book that is on the shelf. I don't even flip through that one, I know I want to read it because I was intrigued by it a long time ago - I'm roughly in the 2013 release year now. I read books intensively at home when I don't have to look up from a book for like three hours. 
•	L8: I think they prefer to read at home, except when they do not have peace at home and need to study. But reading fiction or studying is also great on the train, for example.
•	L9: Depending on what you mean, our experience as a scientific and academic library is that people don't come to us to read fiction. They come here much more to study, research, or learn. Older generations come to us to read, for example, newspapers or other titles that are only available in the library – in other words, they have no choice but to read in the library. So, we don't have experience of people actually coming to us to read. Rather, we see complaints that they cannot borrow many titles to take home.
•	S: Reading at home can be more of a fun, recreational activity. The library can offer a space for more focused studying, eliminating outside elements that can distract us. At the same time, it is a public space and a public institution, so readers in the library are required to follow a certain set of rules. At the same time, there is also access to other resources and assistance from librarians, so the library can provide better support for study than the home environment.
4) How did the perception of reading in the Czech Republic change with digitalization?
•	L1: When I started in 2000, people really came a lot more. At that time, the internet was already there and everything, but before Facebook and all the social networking sites, young people were more interested. For the older people (they were like 40 at the time, they're older now), they still read, but they were just more interested in the book. But I think it was because there was no other entertainment.
•	L2: Very positively, the documents are more easily and quickly accessible.
•	L3: Loss of readers and again COVID. A lot of readers switched to e-readers, so we have about 150 fewer visits per week than before 2019. We don't lend e-books.
•	L4: Not particularly. Those who have read the printed book will continue to read it. Someone tried the digitized one, and maybe they liked it.
•	L5: Not really, most still read paper books, and don't see digital content as "real" reading. Although today's society is reading significantly more than in all of history due to digitization.
•	L6: Reading today is done in formerly non-traditional places and access to books or texts is now closer.
•	L8: Digitization is a practical thing in terms of having the information together in a document, e.g., a pdf. If it's heavy dictionaries or old books that are almost in decay, it's a good thing to preserve them with their information.
•	L9: Personally, I don't think digitization has much effect on reading habits. Again, digitized resources are largely sought out for study or scholarly work, at least for reading fiction. For students and researchers, digitization has had a much bigger impact, it has simplified their work, they can find many things with a few clicks. Access to information is now faster. Perhaps in this sense, working with sources is more fragmented, disjointed, users only need to find the information they want (for example, with full-text search), they do not need to read the book continuously.
•	S: Reading is now not limited by geographic location or the physical form of the book, and we can feel that we have access to a larger, untold amount of literature. But then there can also be disillusionment when access to this vast amount of literature is limited in some way, such as by copyright, etc.
5) How does it affect the reading culture?
•	L1: There's an incredible amount of books coming out now, but personally I can say that I can pick maybe 2 nice classic novels out of 100 books that really grab your attention. Otherwise, there's an incredible amount of detective novels, but they're all those kind of psychological thrillers – people like to read that, but it's all one-size-fits-all, so there are very few good books coming out. Indeed, the amount of books now is purely commercial.
•	L2: Plus is the option of immediate lending; minus is that working with text is more difficult.
•	L3: Detachment – as a librarian, I advise, recommend, offer alternatives, share reading experiences. On the other hand, it saves time, you always have the reading at hand, for example, nobody would carry Stehlik in their handbag.
•	L4: Better and safer preservation (of the books).
•	L5: It reduces the appetite for reading the uninteresting and encourages the search for interesting and entertaining books.
•	L6: Reading has become more widespread, there are many ways and places to read, and at the same time, paradoxically, it has caused a return to printed books, e.g., novels, poetry.
•	L7: We read differently, that's clear. I wrote something above – faster, shorter texts, people have found audiobooks too. But in general, I guess we read more – you're always reading something, with every notification from WA or Messenger. On the other hand, there's a lot more ballast, which takes away the capacity to engage in intensive reading. Yet that alone can deliver the right reading experience that transports you into a completely different story. It's like discovering another world. Everyone should experience it at least once. And I think you can experience it while listening too, especially if someone is pre-reading to you.
•	L8: Since I have experience from a larger branch, so far, it's definitely not a problem within the reading culture. I am sometimes rather amazed myself when students don't reach for an e-book when titles are hopelessly out of print, and they need it for required reading in school. So perhaps the only negative I see is that readers cannot concentrate for long.
•	L9: The positives are certainly that some information is more readily and quickly available, the negative is a kind of disjointed consumption of information.  But as I wrote above, if a person wants to read a book, regardless of whether it's fiction or nonfiction, then a digital library is not where they usually head.
•	S: As in the previous answer – reading may be more ubiquitous, but in the end, most readers still read paper books anyway, books are also still artifacts that readers want to have in their homes. The negative is also the increasing amount of screens and technology that surround us, especially when we consider physical health.
6) Which differences do you see in Czech readers’ approach to reading relating to digitalization?
•	L1: Interest in books has definitely declined. The middle and younger generations prefer e-books. Older people still prefer classic books. Library attendance is definitely down, but this is also due to the long-term COVID situation.
•	L2: None. None among ours, really. They read. If the book isn't physical, it'll be online.
•	L3: It is preferred by younger generations. Seniors are getting sore eyes from e-readers. Readers are also returning to classic books.
•	L4: More convenient searching.
•	L5: Nothing fundamental.
•	L6: People can open texts anywhere and often access titles through numerous search engines and online book offers that they previously had no information about.
•	L8: I think they have a need to read more between the lines, scroll...
•	L9: I think I answered that above.
•	S: It is possible to have more unfinished books and take more books with you than usual, especially when traveling on long journeys it can mean that people read more. It is also more common to use various tools when reading content in digital form, whether by that we mean bookmarks, underlining options, full-text search, and so on.
7) How do Czechs perceive libraries and what do they mean to them?
•	L1: Libraries today are much more lecture-based, with events for children and the elderly than in the past. In the past, libraries could only exist from lending books, but today that is not enough. The present time offers much more ways of entertainment, uses of free time. That is why there is less interest in libraries, but also in books themselves.
•	L2: They are safe places for all social classes, places that are credible, non-political, and protecting the cultural fund. The most important thing is free access.
•	L3: Awareness of libraries is lacking (Does anyone go there? Does anyone still borrow books? Gee, you have a great job, reading all day.) and there is very little information in the media, but for the elderly, we are a matter of life, many of them can't sleep at night and reach for a book.
•	L4: It's pretty individual. If you didn't go to the library as a child, it's hard to find your way there as an adult. If we're just talking about books. For those who visit the library as a community center, the books are a bit of a surprise.
•	L5: Libraries are being transformed into a form that supports imagination in many other forms besides reading, thus increasing their usability, although the supply of paper reading remains one of the most important elements of library activity.
•	L6: Libraries have also become interesting again in the last ten years, offering downloadable books and also many literary events that introduce them to currently written and published literature of all genres and discussions on them at various evenings.
•	L7: I don't want to generalize – I will honestly say that I don't know how libraries are perceived by Czech society in general, because if you ask, you usually get the answer that libraries are needed. It's a good thing, it lends those books. Especially to children. A minority will say that it's better to build a new road or lay a new lawn at the football stadium with the library money. Libraries are important to the people who use them – not just as a source of good reading, but of human contact or culture and education.
•	L8: I think the situation is still not as drastic as they say. If there is less interest in "going" to the library, those are just statistical numbers that are sometimes misleading. 1 card and 4 people in the library belong together. That's a classic model of what statistics don't see. E.g., 1 mom + 3 kids. There is a huge demand for books. We could say that inflation is partly contributing to this. Books are getting more expensive, it's cheaper to get a library card. But on the other hand, I know readers who like to go to libraries about as much as they like to go to the cinema or the theatre. They enjoy it, it's their world.
•	L9: Libraries still have their place in society, but their role has changed over time; they are no longer just a place where people go to borrow books. Nowadays, they come here for entertainment, culture, and community life – this is especially true for libraries in smaller municipalities, where a school, a library, a cultural hall, and, for example, a municipal office are often housed in the same building. The library is then often the meeting place of the community, the centre of all events.
•	S: Libraries are still perceived as trustworthy institutions, as temples of education and knowledge, but from the point of view of the younger generations they are a fading phenomenon, especially in terms of access to information, from the public's point of view their function is being replaced by the Internet. Most readers, I think, have no idea of what libraries do and what services they provide, nor do they have any idea of where libraries are moving and what possibilities they have for the future. This perception will depend heavily on whether the people in question have a library in their area that is innovating its services and is, for example, an active cultural or educational institution, or whether it is just a lending library. It will also depend on whether they are library users or not. People who have never been to the library and will never go to the library may not have such a relationship with libraries.
8) How has the approach changed from the past?
•	L1: For example, we used to have 300 people come in on Wednesdays (when we're open until 6). Now, on our busiest day, we get 150 visitors at most, and that happens maybe twice a year. So, the interest in the book is significantly less.
•	L2: They are asking for much more and better service than they have been getting, which is a good thing. They are also showing better, more responsible behaviour. On the other hand, they have many more options to access similar services, so they don't keep the library in sight in the first place.
•	L3: The approach hasn't changed. It is the price of the books that changed, which is why many people sign up. (get a library card)
•	L4: They valued libraries more. For some, libraries are now passé.
•	L5: Libraries are more sought after than in previous years for the breadth of services they provide.
•	L6: After a certain waning of interest in the 1990s and 2000s, and before 1989 with a limited range of books only by licensed authors, libraries are now a welcomed resource to explore literature of many genres, including, of course, scholarly literature, and a range of digital platforms.
•	L8: It really depends on where the library is located. I think it's a shame that libraries in rural areas are only open 1 day a week and only for a few hours. In the past, I think libraries were open longer and there were also more community libraries, which are now slowly disappearing. The issue is, and partly maybe the truth, that readers are migrating to cities where there is a larger book collection and where there are better ways to get to novels and information. I can confirm that students from small villages and towns also register in Prague, for example, where I work in the library.
•	L9: Answered above. While fewer come to the library as readers, many more come as visitors.
•	S: In the past, libraries were more providers of trustworthy information (generally before, if we ignore the censorship of various periods, wars, totalitarianism, etc.), today readers probably do not perceive this function as much, information is easier to find on the Internet, so libraries can be perceived more as academic institutions where university students and academics go for their research or as community and cultural institutions that organize events, etc.
9) Do you think Czech libraries can be perceived as community spaces? Why? Why not?
•	L1: Yes, libraries function as community spaces. But again, in today’s hectic and uncertain times, mainly seniors and younger children are interested in meeting in the libraries, especially in the framework of cooperation between schools and clubs with libraries. Libraries still have benefits for reading. Mainly because of the price of books. Not everyone can afford to buy new books by far.
•	L2: Yes, and it is already happening. Where else can you get together and not be a member of a club, not buy or pay anything and find like-minded friends?
•	L3: It also depends on the leadership of the city and the municipality, it's not an easy task. It's fine for seniors, but age 15 plus, it is total disinterest, with a few exceptions from the gymnasium.
•	L4: Yes. It's a meeting place. A place where people can spend time together.
•	L5: In many places they can, because they have transformed themselves to support their communities in the best possible way.
•	L6: Increasingly, libraries are also community spaces and are beginning to reassume the role of community and cultural centres in a given locality, or at least a place where it is possible to meet with current events in culture and in a given locality, for example on the basis of meetings of community associations in a given area and the organisation of community events in the library or in cooperation with it. 
•	L7: We are still on our way to it but some of them certainly are.
•	L8: One reason is that it makes libraries cosier. Another, and one of the main ones, is the possibility to use the library space also a little differently. To offer something more.
•	L9: Also answered above.
•	S: Sure. It's possible because libraries are extremely low-threshold institutions where any citizen can come and use some services without even needing a library card. It's also very easy and very low cost to set up a registration then because libraries are not commercial, it's a very affordable service, which makes it widely available to a whole range of people. If a library harnesses this potential, it can create spaces for communities in its locality to meet and engage in interpersonal dialogue through different spheres.
10) How do you think reading communities are made and why?
•	L2: They are created in response to demand, for specific groups.
•	L3: It depends on what people are interested in - history, painting, creative workshop, mental well-being…
•	L4: They arise a lot based on age.
•	L5: Libraries are packaging reading with other community work and then drawing these natural communities into their activities, including lending books. Where this has been successful, the natural need for community life is realised with library support. Reading communities are not seriously hampered by this process because some people still read.
•	L6: Related to the above is the organization of reading clubs, either spontaneously or as part of a library's program, where community spirit is intertwined with an interest in contemporary literature or discussions about specific books.
•	L7: I think libraries don't have to be just reading communities. Equally important are local communities, communities that form around the topics that libraries make available, different activities (e.g., the DIY community around the DOK16 neighbourhood workshop, which is a branch of MKP - www.facebook.com/dok16). They can be significant agents of change, shifting opinions and connecting people and things, and that's important.
•	L8: Usually everything has to be discussed by the individual libraries based on the possibilities they have. If it's a smaller town, it usually has one branch, all the interesting activities happen at that one branch. The City Library in Prague has 40 branches with different opening hours, number of staff, and different equipment options. How reading communities are formed: often dealing with partners who are interested in cooperation and ideally are close to the library or neighbourhoods of large cities.
•	L9: To be clear, the community role doesn't mean we're just talking about reading communities. As I wrote above, the library can also serve the community in a broader sense, as a meeting place for communities other than, say, those of readers. If we're talking only about the reading communities, those have always formed in libraries, and quite naturally. It is up to the library how it works with this, whether it actively encourages it – through reading clubs, literary events, work with schools, classes, etc.
•	S: Libraries can form reading communities through reading clubs or regular meetings they organise, or just around a personality of an active reader or librarian who communicates with users and automatically builds a reading community around him or her through personal recommendations and conversations.
11) What do they bring to the reading experience?
•	L2: If the events take place in the library, it is at least kept in sight. Otherwise, it depends on the community. The library generally educates, not just leads to reading.
•	L3: They spread awareness about the library.
•	L4: Reading is coming more to the fore.
•	L5: Pure reading communities just take advantage of some people's need to read, so I wouldn't see them as fundamentally changing the status quo.
•	L6: Reading clubs or communities are important for sharing reading experiences and becoming familiar with other titles and authors that might be of interest to others, including the librarians' selection of books for such meetings and challenges. (Let's talk about the books that are on the table for a while.)
•	L8: If it were a literary workshop, it's a very nice way to get younger readers in particular to relate to books and reading. For the older readers, the adults, those meetings are meetings in reading clubs - and talking about books with each other, sharing and recommending tips on what to read.
•	L9: The library is statistically one of the 3rd most important factors in the development of reading at a child's age – after family and school. So, the influence is crucial, especially for children, if they learn to go to the library, it is very likely that they will stay with it or return to it sooner or later. If a skilful librarian also guides them to reading, quality literature, in a fun and attractive way, then this is one of the strongest stimuli for the development of reading. In adulthood, this can act in a similar way, leading to greater motivation to read.
•	S: They can turn reading, which can be seen as passive, into a more active activity, they can stimulate dialogue, discussions about values, ideas, thoughts and thus educate and develop people. At the same time, they can help people to learn about other people's stories and thus build more interpersonal understanding, tolerance, kindness. People can then read more and be more motivated to read because they are obliged to do so by external circumstances.
12) Do you consider Czech readers specific in their relationship to books and libraries?
•	L1: I think the libraries still work pretty well here. I mean, I don't really have any experience of how libraries work in America or anything like that, but I think that libraries in other countries are... they have better facilities and if we had bigger reading rooms here that could fit 20/30, maybe even 50 people, then maybe there would be more interest. I would say it's comparable, that really in the whole world the digitalization and social networking play a big part in that as a source of accessible entertainment.
•	L2: I cannot judge.
•	L3: I don't have a comparison, but for sure, Czechs are the biggest readers when we have the densest library network.
•	L4: Sometimes they look down on them.
•	L5: Not in any major way.
•	L6: I think that books and reading culture belong to our national wealth and that the role of libraries is irreplaceable in Czech thinking, including the tradition of reading. However, it is not possible to become stuck, we need to look for new and different forms of encouraging reading.
•	L7: Well, the New York Times said a while back that we're a librarian hegemony. But the percentage of people who have a library card is at most 20%, but mostly around 13-16%. Professor Trávníček is finding that Czechs are still reading, but it's declining. Perhaps there is some ingrained perception of books as a value, but that is slowly fading. So, we are losing specificity and moving towards the average.
•	L8: Unfortunately, I can't fully assess that, but it's possible that the technology boom in our country is still not strong enough to eliminate the popularity of paper books. But I do think that for younger children, addictions to electronic conveniences are on the rise. One of the reasons why elementary school students still prefer paper books may also be due to teachers requiring them to do so, but I notice in the responses of children who are still interested in reading paper books if it is required reading for their reading log.
List of questions and answers from the qualitative research
List of research questions and answers
•	S: As a state, we have a fairly dense and extensive network of libraries, and so we're used to the library being an automatic part of almost every village, I think because we see libraries as ubiquitous and as such a traditional part of a city's cultural amenities.
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