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1. Research problem
In our work, we will be diving into the area of disinformation and websites that were created for the primary purpose of combating this novel phenomenon. While stablishing this concept and everything significantly related to it, we will explore different views on the phenomenon of misinformation and disinformation, various stances that people can take towards these ideas, how information in this area can be categorized, and more. We will try to establish the domain of these websites, why they exist, and what their purpose is.
The novelty of this problem poses an interesting dilemma, as the concept of disinformation itself is derived from a hard-to-define concept of information which lacks a universal definition. Due to this possibility of many different interpretation of the core of disinformation that is ‘information’ and its ever-changing nature across different fields of science, we will borrow a definition listed by the authors of a 2020 article named ‘Combating disinformation in a social media age’ as the most used definition of disinformation by the scientific community. This is done to avoid confusion while describing the topic as well as to present a view that is most widely recognized while dealing with this phenomenon. The definition is as follows: “disinformation is false information, spread deliberately with the intention to mislead and/or deceive.” [footnoteRef:1]
To further specify our area of interest, we feel it necessary to also include a definition of ‘domain’ as the area of our interest. Here we will go with the one provided by Shapere who improved on concepts brought forth by Hjørland. His definition is as thus: „The domain is the total body of information for which, ideally, an answer to that problem is expected to account. “ [footnoteRef:2]
It also needs to be noted that this definition considers the fact that domains can be however broad or narrow as they need to be. In this case, the domain consists of the websites that collectively focus on the concept of disinformation in the way of combating it.
We differentiate these websites from other social networks that take steps to limit the spread of misinformation and disinformation on their own platform such as what can be observed with industry titans like Facebook or Twitter.

2. Literature review, research context, or projects
FLORIDI, Luciano. The philosophy of information [online]. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013 [cit. 2021-5-1]. ISBN 978-0-19-923238-3. Available from: eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost)
As one of the leading experts in the area of information, Floridi and his work presents some of the core knowledge which will help us properly help us anchor our topic in the established theory. In this regard, his views of how to perceive information and even disinformation and very important and should not be overlooked by any means. Floridi’s approach to what is and is not information will also help us potentially create contrast between expert views and views of those that produce, consume, and suppress information online without any formal education in the field.

KENDEOU, Panayiota. Misinformation and Fake News in Education [online]. Charlotte, NC: Information Age Publishing, 2019 [cit. 2021-5-5]. ISBN 978-1-64113-853-6. Available from: eBook Academic Collection (EBSCOhost)
Both misinformation and disinformation can be combated through fact-checking and sometimes even something as simple as common sense. However, these things require the individual to have proper education in critical thinking and information evaluation. If a person is not capable of these things, they quickly become susceptible to the consumption of false information. Taking this into consideration, we find it important to explore the phenomenon of disinformation and disinformation in education itself, an area that is presented in this ebook.

MARWICK, Alice a Rebecca LEWIS. Media Manipulation and Disinformation Online. Data & Society [online]. 2017, 2017, 1-56 [cit. 2021-5-4]. Available from: https://datasociety.net/library/media-manipulation-and-disinfo-online/
A comprehensive report focusing on the area of disinformation and its role in mass media. While not directly about the area we will focus on in our thesis, authors of this report provide a great deal of information about the use of false information on the internet in the current day, as well as providing us with several case studies to demonstrate what happens when such disinformation can be spread and affect countless individuals. Thus, this report is important to us in a way of properly showcasing various aspects of disinformation and how it affects people on the internet.



GUNNELL, David, Louis APPLEBY, Ella ARENSMAN, Keith HAWTON, Ann JOHN, Nav KAPUR, Murad KHAN, Rory C O'CONNOR, Jane PIRKIS, et al. Suicide risk and prevention during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Lancet Psychiatry [online]. 2020, 7(6), 468-471 [cit. 2021-5-5]. ISSN 22150366. Available from: doi:10.1016/S2215-0366(20)30171-1
While not focused on our topic of choice, this article compiles reasons for increased rates of suicide during the COVID-19 pandemic, misinformation and disinformation being listed among them. This might not help us anchor our topic in theory or adequately describe the concept itself, but we hope to use this information and findings to establish just how serious the consequences of spreading false information can be, especially when combined with other extreme circumstances. This will help us establish the importance of our topic and the role of websites that combat this phenomenon as our subject of interest.

FETZER, James H. Information: Does it Have To Be True? Minds and Machines [online]. 2004, 14(2), 223-229 [cit. 2021-5-6]. ISSN 0924-6495. Available from: doi:10.1023/B:MIND.0000021682.61365.56
To fully understand the phenomenon of information and disinformation, the topic must be anchored in philosophical approaches and classifications. To this effect, the author of this article challenges some of the statements made by Floridi regarding what information is. We include this article here because we believe that inclusion of various views on the matter by experts in the field is crucial and the difference in these views can showcase just how broad and difficult to classify our topic can be. At the same time, properly explaining these different approaches will allow us to refer to them during our analysis when we will attempt to establish the views of the individuals that are responsible for the examined websites.

ZHANG, Linda. How to Counter China's Disinformation Campaign in Taiwan. Military Review [online]. 2020, 100(5), 21-32 [cit. 2021-5-6]. ISSN 00264148. Available from: Academic Search Ultimate
This article explores the conflict between Taiwan and China, and more specifically, the use of disinformation in this conflict. The author explains what methods the Taiwan government used to defend itself against what many perceive to be a country producing the largest amount of disinformation in the world. In our thesis, we will focus on how smaller privately-run websites which will likely use completely different methods of countering disinformation on the internet. Using information from this article, we will be able to compare the two to establish what tools are available to individuals with much more limited access to resources than a government entity has.

FILIPEC, Ondrej. Building An Information Resilient Society: An Organic Approach. Cosmopolitan Civil Societies: An Interdisciplinary Journal [online]. 2019, 11(1), 1-26 [cit. 2021-5-6]. ISSN 1837-5391. Available from: doi:10.5130/ccs.v11.i1.6065
Defining and devising ways of countering disinformation in the context of Czech Republic are the primary goals of this article. The author describes how this phenomenon can work in detail while also providing helpful comparisons, such as seeing disinformation and misinformation as a virus. This part of the article can once again help us establish a foothold in understanding how people may view the phenomenon. The rest of the article focuses on how to establish resilience against disinformation on a more national scale, which we are less interested in due to out more narrow selection. However, smaller changes and tips can still be taken and compared to our eventual findings to establish whether our selected websites are merely attempting to counter the spread of disinformation, or whether they hope to create resilience against it as well. 

ROHRBACHEROVÁ, Lucie. Constitutional Aspects of the Fight against Desinformation. Brno, 2019. Master thesis. Masaryk University, Faculty of Law. Thesis supervisor Ladislav Vyhnánek.
The thesis covers the same core areas our own, that is the domain of disinformation and how to fight against it. However, the topics diverge in the examined subjects that conducting this fight against disinformation. The author chose to examine the constitutional aspects of the topic, which is a side that we will not touch upon in detail in our work as we focus on websites created by individuals who do not use the law to their advantage in their endeavors. However, given the similarities of the core problem, we felt that this thesis should be mentioned here, nonetheless.

SMUTNÝ, David. Russia's Hybrid Warfare against the Czech Republic: Reality or Fiction?. Golčův Jeníkov, 2018. Master thesis. Masaryk University, Faculty of Social Studies. Thesis supervisor Zdeněk Kříž.
A master thesis that focuses on the topic of hybrid warfare between Czech Republic and Russia. While this topic is not the direct focus of our own thesis, we have plans to mention, as well as explore the idea of this hybrid warfare in the theoretical part of our text. Thus, to avoid duplication of information, we mention the thesis here and take a note to establish this concept with bigger focus on disinformation itself rather than the international relationships and how they might be affected by the hybrid warfare. Our coverage of this subject will also not be as detailed, given that it is not the primary focus of our thesis.

KOUBALÍKOVÁ, Sylvie. Phenomenon of Lying in Virtual World. Brno, 2006. Bachelor thesis. Masaryk University, Faculty of Social Studies. Thesis supervisor David Šmahel.
The focus of this bachelor thesis is on the phenomenon of lying on the internet. While the author does not directly name lies in this context as disinformation, the line between the two blurs from our point of view and is one of the topics we aim to explore in the theoretical part of our own thesis. While we mention this text here, it is now more than a decade old, as well as explore from a more psychological view regarding motivations, drives, and other finer details. As such, there should not be too much worry about overlap between this thesis and our own.
3. Topic justification
[bookmark: _Hlk69477164]The topic has been thrust to the forefront in recent years as the term ‘disinformation’ became widespread throughout the internet and mass-media. More and more people have started consuming information from various websites and online content creators. This can be easily apparent from a research conducted by Pew Research Center in the year 2016 which states that Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, recorded more than 18 billion page views per month.[footnoteRef:3] A number that has likely increased further in the last few years. As a site that can be freely edited by any visitor, it and similar environments can potentially be a breeding ground for distorted information and other half-truths. With such a substantial growth in internet usage, it becomes imperative that we focus our attention on this subject and how people interact with it and with the very concept of disinformation. [3:  ANDERSON, Monica, Paul HITLIN a Michelle ATKINSON. Wikipedia at 15: Millions of readers in scores of languages.] 

What more, the phenomenon itself is often misunderstood by general popular, or outright used incorrectly. While the scientific community can have more clarity on the differences between disinformation and misinformation, general populace can often group these two admittedly similar, yet different concepts together without a second thought. This is important as different kinds of false information can affect an individual differently. 
As Don Fallis points out in his article, one of the most important aspects in consuming information is quality. It goes without saying that consuming inaccurate information or being given such information on purpose can lead to general decrease in the quality of life, or even more serious consequences down the road such as emotional or monetary loss.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  FALLIS, Don. A Conceptual Analysis of Disinformation.] 

This firmly places the concept of disinformation in the field of information science. Not only that, popularity of the internet and novel, alternative news sources can lead to mass-spreading of misinformation and disinformation with the consumers not wanting or not having the option of fact-checking every little bit of information they are given. This potentially makes websites that try to counter this phenomenon into important actors in this field. Thus, both the concept and the subject explored in our thesis should be justified.
4. Research questions, intention, and goals
The goal of our research is to perform a domain analysis on selected websites that focus on exposing and combating disinformation. Though this, we hope to understand how creators of these sites interact with the concept of disinformation itself, how they understand it, and most importantly, whether a common ground naturally forms between these normally unconnected domains on the internet. Other potentially important elements could include the reasons these individuals and websites might have for what they do, how much importance they assign to their own work, what paradigms they might follow, and what stance they take towards the concept of disinformation.

The current working research questions are set as thus:
1) How do small and disinformation-focused internet domains combat the spread of disinformation in the present time?
a. What methods do these domains employ when combating disinformation?
b. At what scale do these domains try to combat disinformation?
2) What motivates operators of disinformation-focused internet domains to combat the spread of disinformation?
a. What are the views of the operators on the concept of disinformation?
5. Research design
To fulfill our goal our first extracting and organizing knowledge before finding commonalities and similarities within this knowledge base, we currently plan on using Domain Analysis as our research method. This method has been decided upon as it is stated to be the methodological paradigm in knowledge organization by Richard P. Smiraglia.[footnoteRef:5] With roots in information science, it currently presents itself as the perfect design method to be used.
To further specify how we will work with this methodology, we will follow instructions from Birger Hjørland who had suggested eleven different ways in which information science can address domains with this methodology. Taking our established goal and the domain we will be focusing on, as well as the recommendations provided by Hjørland in his article, we have determined that basis of our domain analysis should be the Epistemological and critical studies approach.
-	This approach serves as a way of seeking out knowledge that serves as a foundation of the domain that is being explored, as well as means of critically examining and evaluating the claims emerging from the domain. Out of all the available approaches, it provides the most broad and general understanding of the workings of the domain and builds up a foundation for other approaches that would otherwise loose a critical part of the information that they hope to convey. For our research, this approach will help us define the paradigms behind the explored websites, the motives that drive their actions, their understanding of the selected subject, and more. As this satisfies our goal only partially, we will further combine this approach with other ones, as is recommended by Hjørland during his description of this approach.
-	Historical studies will be the second approach we will combine with our primary one. Here we will focus on the events that the selected websites have gone through in a chronological order. This should hopefully give us insight into how these individual parts of the domain have developed over the course of their existence. Observed changes and evolutions can give us additional context, helping us better understand the position of the domain and its individual parts, as well as the motives that might govern the websites and drive them to do what they do.
-	Terminological studies, language for special purpose (LSP), database semantics and discourse studies will be the third and last approach we will include in our methodology. Constituting the most difficult part of our research, we will use it to focus on understanding the terminology and its use within the domain. This is important as the key term ‘disinformation’ itself can be vague and understood in different ways by different individuals. Our hope here is to see whether any commonalities exist between the selected websites or whether their understanding of terminology is different despite claiming to focus on the same phenomena. Understanding how these websites and their users/operators approach terminology will further help with understanding their end goals as well as any potential rules they might abide by, making this approach a key part of our research. [footnoteRef:6]
Starting with the epistemological and critical studies approach, we will establish a foundation of understanding upon which we will then continue building on with the other approaches. Historical studies approach will be done either through an on-site archive, if one is present, analysis of any potential posts over the course of time, as well as with the help of external tools such as the project Internet archive (Wayback Machine). [footnoteRef:7] Terminological and language studies will no longer work with individual websites but the collective data that has already been gathered as part of our prior analysis. However, we are also ready to adjust our plans and the way we approach our research if we encounter difficulties along the way, such as the lack of any available history and found websites, which would prevent us from including the Historical studies approach. While such drastic changes are unlikely, we do not rule them out entirely.
6. Time schedule
Due to the design of our research and the lack of human subjects to work with, our timeframe can be very flexible. At this point in time, as we have not yet determined which websites will be the subjects of our research, we also cannot fully determine how often these sites update. However, the core of an already established site should remain static even over a prolonged amount of time, leaving us with the full ability to set when we want to analyze the chosen aspects of each site.
Despite this, work with the selected websites should not exceed a period of 2 to 3 months to avoid the small possibly of significant changes within the websites themselves, as well as means to respect the other parts of our thesis. The danger of possible changes in a subject website are brought about by the fast-evolving nature of the internet itself, allowing anyone to quickly change their work in a small amount of time for whatever reason and without any prior notice. This danger will be mitigated as much as possible by focusing on already established sites where their operators have little reason to commit such changes. Alternatively, any changes that occur even during the research period could be included in the Historical studies approach part of our analysis.
Once the data is secured and ready for analysis, we will take at least one to two weeks for each of the selected approaches and the analysis which belongs into them. As we do not have any reference for how much data will be gathered, this timeframe might be adjusted accordingly later. At the same time, the foundational research in the form of Epistemological and critical studies approach will be given the most time due to its importance for all the other approaches as well for our research as a whole.
7. Resources and equipment
Our research is set up in a way, where it does not require any special equipment. As such, the most important object will be a computer with a stable internet connection. Our target data will be gathered from selected websites ‘by hand’ rather than through an automated system. Key websites themselves will be sought out through a general internet search engine such as Google via keywords or direct links from any potential listings that include these websites. Once gathered, the necessary data will be imputed and organized in a table software, namely Microsoft Excel, or its online equivalent, Google Sheets. There the data will be interpreted and organized without any further assistance from other software.
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