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Introduction

The main aim of this thesis is to examine collocational possibilities of three selected adjectives which are regarded as synonyms. The adjectives which will be analyzed are far, distant and remote. The question I try to answer in the thesis is to what degree these three adjectives are synonymous. In my research I focus on finding out whether they are absolutely synonymous, and thus can be interchangeable in all contexts, or if they are not, by which type of synonymy can be the relation between them characterized. The main instrument for the research is the British National Corpus. 

The thesis is divided into two parts: theoretical and practical. In the theoretical part the theoretical the basis for the following analysis is provided. Semantic features of the word class of adjectives are described in Chapter 1. The concepts of synonymy and collocation are more closely characterized in Chapters 2 and Chapter 3. The last chapter of the theoretical part is devoted to the brief characterization of text corpora in general and some basic information about the British National Corpus is provided as well.  

The practical part focuses on the research itself. First, definitions of the selected adjectives are looked up in a few monolingual dictionaries of the English language and in one dictionary of synonyms, and then they are analyzed. Second, the main research of the collocational restrictions of the adjectives based on the British National Corpus is carried out. The analysis is focused on the nouns with which the adjectives far, distant and remote form adjective-noun collocations and these collocations are further examined in more detail.

The results of the analysis are described in the conclusion of this thesis. 

PART 1: Theoretical

1. Adjectives

Huddleston (2002: 527) describes adjectives as “syntactically distinct class of words whose most characteristic function is to modify nouns. They typically denote properties – most centrally in the domains of size, shape, colour, worth, and age.” 

Adjectives can be characterized in terms of their syntactic, morphological, and semantic properties; however, since the topic of this thesis is predominantly based on analyzing the differences between the meanings of three synonymous adjectives, merely semantic features of this word class will be included in this chapter.  

1.1 Semantic classification of adjectives

From the semantic point of view, adjectives are described  by Bache (1997: 449) as expressing “a large range of properties, such as subjective or emotional evaluation (nice, good, bad, beautiful), size (big, small, huge, little), shape (round, square, flat, oblong), colour (red, green, yellow, golden, dark, light), nationality (English, Chinese, French), age (old, young, ancient), material (wooden, silver, silky), category (republican, congressional, political, solar), etc.”

Bache (ibid. 449-51) divides adjectives into the following semantic categories:

a) “gradable” vs. “non-gradable”

· gradable adjectives (e.g. nice, sensible, bad, beautiful) denote scalar properties and thus take degree adverbs like very and extremely and allow comparison (e.g. very nice, nicer),

· non-gradable adjectives (e.g. atomic, linguistic, medical, own, other) denote categorial or determinative properties and are not normally compatible with intensification or comparison (*very linguistic, *more atomic, *owner, *very other),

· some adjectives are gradable in one sense and non-gradable in another (e.g. a very popular politician / popular culture; a more civil young man / civil rights);

b) “inherent” vs. “non-inherent”

· inherent adjectives directly ascribe a property to the referent of the noun they modify and may be used as pre-head modifiers as well as subject complements (e.g. beautiful girl / the girl is beautiful),

· non-inherent adjectives relate by way of association to the meaning of the head noun rather than ascribing a property to the referent as such. They cannot be used as subject complements. (e.g. an old friend, a heavy sleeper, sheer nonsense),

· many adjectives can be used both inherently and non-inherently (an old horse vs. an old friend, a heavy box vs. a heavy sleeper);

c) “temporary” vs. “permanent”

· temporary adjectives denote a temporary property, for instance in the phrase the only stars visible, the adjective visible denotes the stars “visible at the moment”,

· the example of permanent adjective is visible in the only visible stars denoting a more permanent property, i.e. “normally within sight”;

d) “stative” vs. “dynamic”

· stative adjectives (e.g. tall) express physical property independent of activity and cannot serve as complements in imperative clauses (*Be tall.),

·  dynamic adjectives (e.g. careful) express a property which presupposes activity and may serve as complements in imperative clauses (Be careful.);

Quirk et al. (1985: 435) points out that all dynamic adjectives and most stative adjectives are gradable. Some stative adjectives, including mainly denominal ones (e.g. atomic scientist) and those denoting provenance (e.g. British), are non-gradable. 

e) “restrictive” vs. “non-restrictive”

(101) whether an adjective is restrictive or non-restrictive usually depends on context → for example, brave is restrictive in The brave soldiers ran forward if it singles out a subclass of soldiers in the context (i.e. if only some of the soldiers, those who were brave, ran forward); brave is non-restrictive if it describes a property of all the soldiers present in that particular context (i.e. “the soldiers, who are all brave, ran forward”).

2. Synonymy

2.1 Defining synonymy

Synonymy belongs to so-called “sense-relations” which are held between lexical items. “Sense” of the word is defined by Lyons (1968: 427) as “its place in a system of relationships which it contracts with other words in the vocabulary”. Thus, synonymy, as one of sense-relations, is characterized as “sameness of meaning between two (or more) vocabulary items” (ibid. 446).  

Palmer defines synonymy as “sameness of meaning” as well. He also considers synonymy as “symmetrical hyponymy”. Thus, if mavis and thrush are synonymous, we can say that all mavises are thrushes and all thrushes are mavises (1986: 88).

According to Kempson (1977: 40), synonymy is “defined by logicians as mutual entailment, so by definition a characterization of meaning in terms of truth conditions will guarantee that when two sentences have identical truth conditions, they will mean the same”. Consequently, for instance, the sentence Bill is a bachelor entails Bill has always been unmarried, and Bill is Sue’s husband entails Bill is married to Sue (ibid. 40). 

According to Peprník (2001: 26), the synonyms must be from the same word category (e.g. bold – courageous, boldness – courage). He also claims that synonymy applies to lexical meanings only, not to the lexemes, e.g. the synonym wealthy is only rich 1, whereas rich 2 (in rich soil), is synonymous with fertile (ibid. 27). 

Lyons (1995: 60) emphasizes that the definition of synonymy “does not restrict the relation of synonymy to lexemes: it allows for the possibility that lexically simple expressions may have the same meaning as lexically complex expressions”, and he adds that “it makes identity, not merely similarity, of meaning the criterion of synonymy”. 

2.2 Absolute and other types of synonymy

We can distinguish several types of synonymy between lexical items, characterized by its degree.  “Absolute” (or “real”) synonymy stands at the first place of a scale of synonymy and its definition is provided by Lyons (1995: 60-61): “Two (or more) expressions are absolutely synonymous if, and only if, they satisfy the following three conditions: 

1) all their meanings are identical; 
2)  they are synonymous in all contexts; 

3)  they are semantically equivalent (i.e. their meaning or meanings are identical) on all dimensions of meaning, descriptive and non-descriptive.”  

However, absolute synonymy is generally considered to be extremely rare in language. For example, Palmer (1986: 89) claims that no two words have exactly the same meaning and he supposes that two such words wouldn’t survive in a language throughout its development. Peprník agrees with the assumption and points out that “each word has a slightly different meaning, because although the denotation is the same, the connotation differs” (2001: 26).  Cruse (2000: 157) also emphasizes that “absolute synonyms are vanishingly rare, and do not form a significant feature of natural vocabularies”, and he finds the usefulness of the notion lying uniquely in its status as a reference point on a putative scale of synonymy. Regarding these assumptions, Palmer (1986: 89-91) shows five ways in which synonyms can be seen to differ: 

1) they belong to different dialects of the language: e.g. fall (used in US) vs. autumn (used in UK);

2) they are used in different styles: e.g. pass away vs. die vs. pop off (difference in degrees of formality);

3) they differ only in their emotive or evaluative meanings, their cognitive meaning remains the same: e.g. hide vs. conceal; liberty vs. freedom;

4) they can be collocationally restricted, i.e. they occur only in conjunction with other words: e.g. rancid with butter; addled with eggs;

5) they are close in meaning, or their meanings overlap → there is a loose sense of synonymy found in the most of dictionaries: e.g. possible synonyms for mature are adult, ripe, perfect, due, etc. 

Lyons (1968: 450) restricts the term synonymy to what many linguists have described as “cognitive synonymy”. Cognitive (or conceptual) meaning represents logical or denotative content of the word (Leech, 1981: 23). The same concept is termed by Lyons (1995: 63) as “descriptive” (or “propositional”) meaning, and he refers to two expressions as being descriptively synonymous “if, and only if, propositions containing the one necessarily imply otherwise identical propositions containing the other, and vice versa”. 

Cruse (2000: 158) refers to this type of synonymy as “propositional synonymy” and claims that it can be defined in terms of entailment. Thus, John bought a violin entails and is entailed by John bought a fiddle.  On the example of fiddle and violin in She is going to play a violin concerto and She is going to play a fiddle concerto he demonstrates that they are not absolute synonyms since fiddle is “less normal” in such a sentence. Their truth conditions are, however, left intact, therefore, they can be referred to as propositional synonyms.  

As opposed to absolute synonymy, Lyons (1995: 60) mentions the concepts of “partial synonymy” and “near-synonymy”. Partial (i.e. non-absolute) synonymy “meets the criterion of identity of meaning, but, for various reasons fails to meet the conditions of absolute synonymy”; whereas near-synonyms are “expressions that are more or less similar, but not identical, in meaning”, commonly provided by various dictionaries (e.g. mist and fog).

3. Collocations
Since researching the collocational restrictions of three synonymous adjectives is the main purpose of this thesis, it is necessary to introduce the main features of collocations. As opposed to synonymy, collocation refers to a syntagmatic relation, to “meaning relations that a word contracts with other words occurring in the same sentence or text. It is also concerned with meaning […] arising from predictable co-occurrence” (Jackson, 2007: 131). 
Leech (1981: 17) mentions so called “collocative meaning” as one of seven types of meaning. Collocative meaning “consists of the associations a word acquires on account of the meanings of words which tend to occur in its environment”. He gives the example of the words pretty and handsome, which share common ground in the meaning “good-looking”, but may be distinguished by the range of nouns with which they are likely to collocate. 

Kjellmer (cited in Aijmer et al., 1991: 128) states that a collocation is “a sequence of words that occurs more than once in identical form … and which is grammatically well-structured”.

According to Sinclair (1991:170), collocation is the occurrence of two or more words within a short space of each other in a text. He considers the usual measure of proximity as a maximum of four words intervening. 

Jackson (2007: 60) defines collocation as “the regular co-occurrence of two words”. He distinguished “grammatical collocation”, when it mainly refers to the association of a verb, adjective or noun with a given preposition (e.g. rely + on, afraid + of, fondness + for), and “collocation proper” which is lexical, and may be expressed statistically as a greater than chance likelihood that one word will occur in the context of another (e.g. kettle and boil, chance and sheer).

Saeed (2009: 61) claims that the word meanings are influenced by context. The restricting influence of the context, collocation, is “the tendency for words to occur together repeatedly”. He also points out that collocations can undergo a fossilization process until they become fixed expressions (e.g. hot and cold running water, husband and wife, salt and vinegar, fish and chips, curry and rice, etc). 

More detailed division of collocations is provided by Kjellmer (1991: 112-5) who distinguishes several types of combinations of words that customarily co-occur: 

First he introduces “fossilized phrases” where one element of the phrase will suggest the other(s) with great consistency, for instance: Anno Domini, aurora borealis, bubonic plague, Cocker Spaniel, etc. This kind of phrases is called “right-and-left predictive” because the first word is as “predictive” as the last. In “right-predictive” phrases the first element suggests the second one, but the process cannot be reversed, e.g. Artesian well, ballpoint pen, and bonsai tree. On the contrary phrases such as Ad infinitum, arms akimbo, from afar, or mint julep are “left-predictive”, i.e. the last element suggests the first. 

Second type of phrase is called “semi-fossilized”, in which one word predicts a very limited number of words. Achilles heel/ Achilles tendon, billy can/ billy goat, caesarian operation/ caesarian section, whipping boy/ whipping cream, etc. are all right-predictive. Left-predictive cases are represented by examples such as go bail/ grant bail/ jump bail/ stand bail or inferiority complex/ Oedipus complex/ persecution complex, etc.

“Variable phrases” are the third type of phrase and they are much more frequent than the previous two types. “Prediction” will have to be interpreted more loosely here and “tendency” is a key concept. In this type, there is a less compelling kind of cohesion between the members of a group than in the fossilized and semi-fossilized phrases. 

One set of variable phrases consists of two or more lexical words, some of them also incorporating function words, for instance: glass of water, civilian clothes, classical music, loud and clear, etc. 

The second set of variable phrases includes established sequences of one lexical word and one or more function words. Such combinations are a number of, a touch of, for a change, it appears that, out of action, and so on. 

3.1 Collocational restrictions

 Palmer (1986: 78) points out that “individual words or sequences of words will not collocate with certain groups of words”. He proves this theory on the example of the verbs die and pass away which have the same meaning in connection with the noun rhododendron: “Thus, though we may say The rhododendron died, we shall not say The rhododendron passed away”. He explains that there is a restriction on the use of the verb pass away with a group of words that are semantically related. 
Palmer (ibid. 79) recognizes three kinds of collocational restriction. First, restrictions based wholly on the meaning of the item (e.g. green cow). Second, those which are based on range – a word may be used with a whole set of words that have some semantic features in common (The rhododendron passed away or the pretty boy). Thirdly, the restrictions that are collocational in the strictest sense, involving neither meaning nor range (addled with eggs and brains).

4. Corpus

Sinclair (1991: 171) describes a corpus as “a collection of naturally-occurring language text, chosen to characterize a state of variety of a language. […], a corpus typically contains many millions of words”. He recognizes two kinds of corpora: 

1) “sample corpus”, a finite collection of texts, often chosen with great care and studied in detail. Once this kind of corpus is established, it is not added to or changed in any way;  
2) “monitor corpus”, which  re-uses language text that has been prepared in machine-readable form for other purposes―for typesetters of newspapers, magazines, books, and, word-processors; and the spoken language mainly for legal or bureaucratic reasons (ibid. 172). 

“Corpus linguistics”, described in Aijmer (1991: 1) as “the study of language on the basis of text corpora”, developed by virtue of the introduction of Randolph Quirk’s large corpus Survey of English Usage, and the development of machine-readable corpora. The first such corpus, the Brown corpus, was compiled by Nelson Francis and Henry Kučera at Brown University in the USA in the early 1960s. There now exists a large number of computerized corpora varying in size, design and research purpose, that have proved to be excellent resources for a wide range of research tasks (ibid. 1-2). Crystal adds that “considerable thought is given to the selection of material, so that, in the most general case, the corpus can stand as a reasonably representative sample of the language as a whole” (1995: 438). 

4.1 British National Corpus

“The British national Corpus (BNC) is a 100 million word collection of samples of written and spoken language from a wide range of sources, designed to represent a wide cross-section of British English from the later part of the 20th century, both spoken and written. 
The written part of the BNC (90%) includes, for example, extracts from regional and national newspapers, specialist periodicals and journals for all ages and interests, academic books and popular fiction, published and unpublished letters and memoranda, school and university essays, among many other kinds of text. The spoken part (10%) consists of orthographic transcriptions of unscripted informal conversations (recorded by volunteers selected from different age, region and social classes in a demographically balanced way) and spoken language collected in different contexts, ranging from formal business or government meetings to radio shows and phone-ins” (<http://www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/corpus/index.xml.ID=intro>). 
Work on building the corpus began in 1991, and was completed in 1994. It is managed by the BNC Consortium, an industrial/academic consortium led by Oxford University Press. 
Part 2:  Practical
1. dictionary definitions

Before I start the analysis of collocational possibilities of the adjectives far, distant and remote based on the British National Corpus, I provide the definitions of these adjectives found in various monolingual dictionaries of the English language. First, descriptions of these three adjectives according to the Webster’s New Dictionary of Synonyms are introduced. The meanings of the adjectives described in the rest of the dictionaries are provided next. 

The definitions will be taken from the following dictionaries: Oxford Dictionary of English (2003) (ODE), Longman Dictionary of contemporary English (2003) (LDOCE), Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (2005) (CALD), Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1995) (OALD), Collins Cobuild English Dictionary (1995) (CCED), Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (MED), online, and Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (MWOD), online. 

1.1 Definitions of the adjectives far, distant and remote in the Webster’s New  

            Dictionary of Synonyms

Webster’s New Dictionary of Synonyms (260-261)

Distant, far, remote mean not near or close but separated by an obvious interval especially in space or in time. 

1.1.1. Far

Far, except for the possible reference to a short distance involved in the question “How far?”, applies (as adverb as well as adjective) only to what is a long way off: [he] took his journey into a far country; take a far view in planning for future needs of the city; go back in the far past to a common origin; across the hills, and far away beyond their utmost purple rim.
1.1.2 Distant 

Distant carries a stronger reference to the length of the interval (whether long or short) than the other terms; only when it directly qualifies a noun does it necessarily imply that the interval is markedly long: a book held six inches distant from the eyes; the sun is about 93,000,000 miles distant from the earth; a distant city; the other item, on a distant page, was cheerfully headed “Food from Sewege”; at a distant date; I do not ask to see the distant scene, ―one step enough for me.
Figuratively, distant implies slightness of connection or aloofness of manner: a distant resemblance; a distant nod.
1.1.3. Remote

Remote suggests a far removal, especially from something (as one’s present location, one’s point of view, or one’s time) regarded as a centre or vantage ground: some forlorn and naked hermitage, remote from all the pleasures of the world; the sands of a remote and lonely shore; whose nature it was to care more for immediate annoyances than for remote consequences.

Figuratively, remote imputes to the thing so described a foreign or alien character or an inaccessible nature: I told Oliver about your modern monastery; but the thing is too remote from his experience to have any interest for him.; the captain of a ship at sea is a remote, inaccessible creature…alone of his kind, depending on nobody.

1.2 Definitions of the adjective far
Oxford Dictionary of English (626)

1) situated at a great distance in space or time: the far reaches of the universe.
a. more distant than another object of the same kind: He was standing in the far  corner.
b. distant from a point seen as central; extreme: the far north of Scotland; the success of the far Right.
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (571)
1) a long distance away; ≠ near: We can walk to my house from here. It isn’t far.; You could see the mountains in the far distance.
2) the far side/end/corner etc: the side, end etc that is furthest from you: They crossed the bridge and walked along the far side of the stream.; There was a piano in the far corner of the room. 
3) the far north/south/ etc: the part of a country or area that is furthest in the direction of north, south etc: It will become windy in the far north and west. 
4) the far right/left: people who have extreme left-wing or right-wing political opinions: The candidate for the far right got ten percent of the vote.
5) be a far cry from sth: to be very different from something: The company lost ₤3 million, which is a far cry from last year’s ₤60 million profit. 
Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (453)

1) describes something distant, or the part of something that is most distant from the centre or from you: The station isn’t far – we could easily walk it.; [BEFORE NOUN] The children ran to the far side/corner of the room. 
2) far left/right: refers to political groups whose opinions are very extreme: supporters of the far left
3) be a far cry from sth: to be completely different from something: This flat is a far cry from the house they had before.
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (421)

1)  more remote: at the far end of the street; on the far bank of the river; She is on the far right of the party (i.e. holds extreme right-wing views).
2) (dated or formal) distant: a far country; to journey into far regions. 
3) A far cry from sth/doing sth: Life on a farm is a far cry from what I’ve been used to.
4) the Far East: China and, Japan and other countries of E and SE Asia.
Collins Cobuild English Dictionary (604-5)
1) When there are two things of the same kind in a place, the far one is the one that is a greater distance from you: He had wandered to the far end of the room.; A narrow steep path leads down into a valley and up the far side.
2) part of an area or object that is the greatest distance from the centre in a particular direction. (for example, the far north of a country is the part of it that is the greatest distance to the north.): I’ve spent a lot of time walking around Britain from the far north of Scotland down to Cornwall.; I wrote the date at the far left of the blackboard.
3) far left, far right: people with extreme left-wing or right-wing political views: The far right is now a greater threat than the extreme left.; Anti-racist campaigners are urging the government to ban all far-Right groups.
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (online)
1) used for talking about distance 
a. [USUALLY IN NEGATIVES OR QUESTIONS] a long distance: You can go outside and play, but don’t go far.; far from: The main post office is not far from the library.; far away: Then from far away the train whistle sounded.; far back/above/below etc: He always sat as far back as possible in the lecture hall.
b. [only before noun] used for referring to the end or side of something that is a greater distance from you: She moved to the far side of the bed to make room.; He saw Lynn standing at the far end of the bar. 
c. [only before noun] used for referring to the part of an area or space that is nearest one side or end of it the far left/right: I’m the one on the far left.; the far north/south/east/west: a little village in the far north of Scotland
d. literary distant: a traveller from a far country
Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (online)

a. remote in space
b. distinctly different in quality or relationship 
c. remote in time
d. long:  a far journey
e. of notable extent: comprehensive: a man of far vision
2) the more distant of two: the far end
3) extreme : the far left; a far right political organization
1.3 Definitions of the adjective distant
Oxford Dictionary of English (504) 

1) far away in space or time: distant parts of the world; I remember that distant afternoon. 
a. [predic.] (after a measurement) at a specified distance: the star is 30,000 light years distant from Earth; the town lay half a mile distant. 
b. (of a sound) faint because far away: the distant bark of some farm dog. 
c. figurative remote or far apart in resemblance or relationship: a distant    acquaintance.
d. [attrib.] (of a person) not closely related: a distant cousin of the King.
2) (of a person) not intimate; cool or reserved: his children found him strangely distant; she and my father were distant with each other. 
a. not paying attention; remote: a distant look in his eyes. 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (453)

1) far away in space or time: the sound of distant gunfire; Her honeymoon seemed a distant memory.; That affair was in the dim and distant past. The President hopes to visit Ireland in the not too distant future. [+from] stars that are distant from our galaxy. 
2)  unfriendly: After the quarrel Sue remained cold and distant. 
3) not concentrating: thinking deeply about something private, rather than about what is happening around you: Geri had a distant look in her eyes.
4) [only before noun] not closely related to you: a distant cousin
5) distant from sth, different from something or not closely connected with it: The reality of independence was distant from the hopes they had had. 
Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (361)

1) far away: a distant country; She could hear the distant sound of fireworks exploding. 
2) part of your family but not closely related: a distant relative/cousin
3) in the distant past/future: far away in the past or future: At some point in the distant future I would like to have my own house. 
4) in the not-too-distant future: quite soon: They plan to have children in the not-too-distant future. 
5) describes someone who does not show much emotion and is not friendly: She seemed cold and distant.
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (336-7)
1) far away in space or time: travel to distant parts of the world; a distant land; the sound of a distant aeroplane; The airport is about ten miles distant (from the city).; I hope we’ll meet again in the not-too-distant future.; It’s only a dim and distant memory now.; World peace still seems a distant prospect.
2) (of people) not closely related: a distant cousin.
a. not very friendly: He seems distant until you get to know him.
b. appearing to be thinking about something else: She had a distant look in her eyes and obviously wasn’t listening.
Collins Cobuild English Dictionary (479-80)
1) very far away: The mountains rolled away to a distant horizon.;…the war in that distant land.
2) time or event that is very far away in the future or in the past: There is little doubt, however, that things will improve in the not too distant future.; Last summer’s drought is a distant memory.
3) a distant relative is one who you are not closely related to: He’s a distant relative of the mayor.; They were distant cousins.
4) If you describe someone as distant, you mean that you find them cold and emotionally detached:  He found her cold, ice-like and distant.; He is direct and courteous but distant. 
5) not concentrating on what someone are doing because they are thinking about other things: There was a distant look in her eyes from time to time, her thoughts elsewhere, dwelling on something.
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (online)

1) [usually before noun] far away from the place where you are: Her eyes scanned the distant hills.; I could faintly hear the distant rumble of traffic.; The castle was four miles distant.
a. far away in time: The elections are still five weeks distant. in the distant past/future (= a long time ago/a long time in the future): One day, in the distant future, I might go and live abroad.; in the not too distant future (= fairly soon): I expect to return in the not too distant future.; a distant memory (=something you cannot remember very well because it happened a long time ago): That lovely summer in Majorca already felt like a distant memory.
2) someone who is distant seems unfriendly or does not show their feelings: Violet was cold and distant.
3) showing that you are thinking about something else: He nodded slowly; a distant look in his eyes.
4) [only before noun] related, but not in a close way: a distant relative/cousin
Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (online)

a. separated in space: away: a mile distant 

b. situated at a great distance: far-off: a distant galaxy
c. separated by a great distance from each other: far apart 

d. far behind: finished a distant third
2) separated in a relationship other than spatial: a distant cousin; the distant past
3) different in kind: from two very distant backgrounds
4) reserved or aloof in personal relationship: cold: was distant and distracted
a. going a long distance: distant voyages 

b. concerned with remote things: distant thoughts
1.4  Definitions of the adjective remote
Oxford Dictionary of English (1489)
1) (of a place) situated far from the main centers of population; distant; the valley is remote from the usual tourist routes; a remote Welsh valley.
a. (of an electronic device) operating or operated at a distance by means of radio or infrared signals. 
b. distant in time: a golden age in the remote past
2) having very little connection with or relationship to: the theory seems rather intellectual and remote from everyday experience. 
a. distantly related: a remote cousin 
3) (of a chance or possibility) unlikely to occur: chances of a lasting peace became even more remote.
4) aloof and unfriendly in manner: Maud seemed remote and patronizing.
5) denoting a device which can only be accessed by means of network. 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English (1389)

1) far away: far from towns or other places where people live; = isolated: a remote border town; fire in a remote mountain area
2) not likely: if a chance or possibility of something happening is remote, it is not very likely to happen; = slight: remote chance/possibility There’s a remote chance that you can catch him before he leaves.; The prospect of peace seems remote.
3) time: far away in time; = distant: the remote time when dinosaurs walked the earth a remote ancestor (= someone related to you, who lived a long time ago)

4) very different from something: [+from] The Heights was quiet and clean and remote from the busy daily life of the city.
5) person: unfriendly and not interested in people; = distant: His father was a remote, quiet man. 
6) not to have the remotest idea/interest/intention etc especially BrE used to emphasize that you do not know something, are not interested in something, do not intend to do something etc: He hasn’t the remotest interest in spot.; I haven’t the remotest idea what you mean.
Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (1073)

1) far away in distance, time or relation: remote galaxies; It happened in the remote past, so no one worries about it anymore.; They take little interest in a conflict far from their homes and remote from their everyday problems. 
2) describes an area, house or village that is a long way from any towns or cities: a remote mountain village
3) slight: a remote possibility; The chances of a visit by Martians to the Earth are remote. 
4) not very friendly or showing little interest in other people: Her manner was remote and cool. 
5) idiom not have the remotest idea to not now at all: “Who’s that?“ “I haven’t the remotest idea.“
Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary (990) 
a. far away from where other people live; isolated: a remote area/village/farmhouse; in the remotest (i.e. most distant) parts of Asia; live in a house remote from any town or village.
b. [attrib] far away in time: in the remote past/ future.
c. [attrib] distant in relationship: a remote ancestor/ cousin.
d. (from sth) separate in feeling, interest, etc; not connected with something: an abstract theory that seems rather remote from everyday life.
2) (of people or behavior) not very friendly or interested: a remote expression; He seems  rather remote.
3) small; slight: a remote possibility/chance; I haven’t the remotest idea who did it.; The prospect of her recovery is increasingly remote
Collins Cobuild English Dictionary (1401)

1) far away from cities and places where most people live; difficult to get to: Landslides have cut off many villages in remote areas.; …a remote farm in the Yorkshire dales. 
2) time that is many years distant from the present: Slabs of rock had slipped sideways in the remote past and formed this hole.
3) not relevant to; very different: This government depends on the wishes of a few who are remote from the people.; Teenagers are forced to study subject that seem remote from their daily lives.
4) remote possibility = very small chance: I use a sunscreen whenever there is even a remote possibility that I will be in the sun.; The chances of his surviving are pretty remote. 
5)  if you describe someone as remote, you mean that they behave as if they do not want to be friendly or closely involved with other people: She looked so beautiful, and at the same time so remote. 
Macmillan English Dictionary for Advanced Learners (online)
1) far away from other cities, towns, or people: My grandparents were from a remote village in China.; We felt very remote and lonely living out in the country.
a. Far away in distance or space: She had never imagined being able to visit such remote countries.
b. Far away in the past or future: The idea of a holiday seems so remote I can hardly even imagine it.
2) not likely to happen: You have only the remotest chance of winning the lottery.; The  possibility of kidnapping is remote, but be careful.
3) not showing any friendly interest in other people
4) capable of being operated from a distance or by using a remote control: a remote keyless entry; remote cameras
5)  not connected or relevant to something 
remote from: Managers have become increasingly remote from their junior employees.

All these theories seem very remote from our everyday experience in the classroom.

Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary (online)
1) separated by an interval or space greater than usual: an involucre remote from the flower

2) far removed in space, time, or relation: divergent : the remote past; comments   remote from the truth

3) out-of-the-way, secluded: a remote cabin in the hills

4) acting, acted on, or controlled indirectly or from a distance: remote computer   operation; also: relating to the acquisition of information about a distant object as by radar or photography) without coming into physical contact with it: remote sensing
5) not arising from a primary or proximate action
6) small in degree: slight: a remote possibility; hadn't the remotest idea of what was going on
7) distant in manner: aloof
1.5 Analysis of the dictionary definitions
According to the dictionaries consulted above, far appears to be rather different in its meanings than distant and remote. It overlaps with distant and remote only in one meaning, i.e. “not close in space or time”, which is also confirmed by the Webster’s New Dictionary of Synonyms describing the meaning shared by these three adjectives as “not near or close but separated by an obvious interval especially in space or in time.”(1984: 260). 
Reference to the use of far in an attributive function, i.e. when premodifying a noun (Quirk et al., 1985: 402), in the meaning “not close in space”, as in, for example, a far country, can be only found in the OALD and the MED. In both of the dictionaries, however, it is stated that this use occurs in the written language, predominantly in literary works and in formal style. Moreover, the OALD refers to such an expression as “dated”, i.e. passing out of current use and rather old-fashioned. The meaning of far referring to distance “in time” is only mentioned in the MWOD and in the ODE. Furthermore, the dictionaries inform about a few more meanings in which far is used: “the more distant of the two” (e.g. far end), “extreme” (far right/left), and “distant from a point seen as central in a particular direction” (far north/south/east/west). The MWOD provides three more meanings of far which are not mentioned in the rest of the consulted dictionaries: “distinctly different in quality or relationship”, “long” (a far journey) and “comprehensive” (a man of far vision). The LDOCE and the OALD mention also an idiomatic expression a far cry from which means “very different from”. 

On the other hand, distant and remote are used in the attributive function more frequently than far when indicating distance in space. In addition to the meaning “not close in space or time”, these two adjectives overlap in a few more meanings: “not closely related”, “not intimate; cool; unfriendly”, and “different”. 

Further meanings of distant which do not correspond with the meanings of far or remote are: “not concentrating” (e.g. distant look), “faint because far away” (distant sound), only mentioned in the OED, and “far behind” (a distant third), only mentioned in the MWOD. According to the MWOD, distant shares one more meaning with far and that is “going a long distance” (e.g. distant voyage).                   
Unlike far and distant, remote has the following extra meanings: “isolated” (e.g. remote town), “operating or operated at a distance by means of radio or infrared signals” (remote control), “unlikely to occur; slight” (e.g. remote possibility), “denoting a device which can only be accessed by means of network” (remote computer), “relating to the acquisition of information about a distant object (as by radar or photography) without coming into physical contact” (remote sensing). The MWOD provides one more meaning, “not arising from a primary or proximate action”, however, no example is provided there. 

The analysis of the dictionary definitions shows that all the three adjectives only correspond in one meaning which is “not close in space or time”. In connection with this meaning, far occurs mostly in literary works and formal style when used in the attributive function. The adjectives distant and remote share a few more meanings with each other and appear more frequently in the attributive function. It follows from the analysis that these three adjectives can be regarded as synonyms, but they do not correspond in all of their meanings. 

2. CORPUS ANALYSIS

Začátek formuláře

Close

2.1 Analysis of the adjective-noun collocations

On account of the limited space of this thesis, I only deal with the noun collocates of the selected adjectives representing the meaning “not close in space or time”, which all the three adjectives share. The meanings “not close in space” and “not close in time” are analyzed separately. As there are plenty of nouns in the BNC considered to be “not close in space” when modified by the adjectives, only those nouns collocating with at least one of the adjectives and having at least three tokens (i.e. the number of occurrences in the BNC) were chosen. However, the nouns with one or two tokens which are commonly used or are somehow interesting are also considered; since far has much fewer noun collocates than distant and remote, all the nouns with less than three tokens are included. The nouns can be found in the tables below. All these nouns are examined only when standing on the right side (context) of the selected adjectives, i.e. when the adjectives were in the attributive position. 

In the analysis, the noun collocates expressing the meaning “not close in space” are divided into the following semantic groups: 2D Objects, 3D Objects, Sounds, and Abstract Nouns. The groups are further divided into smaller groups according to their meanings or similar collocational behaviour. In the second part of the analysis adjective-noun collocations expressing the meaning “not close in time” are examined. Each of the groups is followed by a conclusion which summarizes the basic results of the preceding analysis. In the tables, the nouns occur only in singular, however, when they are further analyzed, they are sometimes considered in plural as well. The figures in the tables represent the number of tokens of the particular adjective-noun collocations found in the BNC. The nouns from the semantic groups are analyzed in terms of their frequency and occurrence in the various registers in the BNC. When it collocates either with all the three adjectives or only with two of them, I try to find out whether or not the adjectives are synonymous, and in what contexts they can be interchangeable in collocation with the particular noun. Because of the limited space, not all of the adjective-noun collocations from the tables are analyzed. Examples from the BNC are provided for demonstration. 
Since the analysis also considers the occurrences of the adjective-noun collocations in the various registers, it is important to introduce seven registers into which the material of the whole corpus is divided:  

a) spoken: broadcast discussion, broadcast documentary, broadcast news, classroom, consultation, conversation, courtroom, demonstration, interviews, lectures, meeting, parliament, public debate, sermon, speeches, sportslive, tutorial, unclassified
b) fiction: drama, poetry, prose
c) magazine: popular lore
d) newspaper: various national and other newspapers
e) non-academic: human arts, medicine, natural science, law education, social science, engineering
f) academic: human arts, medicine, natural science, law education, social science, engineering
g) miscellaneous: religion, administration, advertisement, biography, commerce, email, school and university essays, Hansard, institutional document, instructional, personal and professional letters, miscellaneous
2.1.1 Adjective-noun collocations referring to “distance in space”
a) 2D Objects

Table 1: 2D objects 
	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE
	
	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE

	area
	1
	14
	189
	
	place
	0
	29
	50

	bank
	87
	4
	0
	
	province
	0
	3
	6

	beach
	0
	2
	10
	
	range
	1
	6
	0

	centre
	0
	3
	5
	
	region
	2
	9
	33

	city
	0
	11
	1
	
	sea
	4
	10
	0

	coast
	1
	4
	1
	
	settlement
	0
	1
	6

	country
	17
	20
	14
	
	shore
	11
	10
	1

	countryside
	0
	2
	5
	
	site
	1
	3
	28

	desert
	0
	0
	2
	
	spot
	0
	1
	18

	district
	0
	0
	6
	
	town
	0
	10
	10

	field
	4
	9
	3
	
	valley
	0
	1
	13

	forest
	1
	4
	7
	
	village
	0
	11
	35

	island
	0
	7
	38
	
	wood
	4
	6
	0

	land
	2
	27
	6
	
	
	
	
	

	landscape
	0
	9
	0
	
	
	
	
	


1.1 Not specified: area, bank, beach, center, coast, country, countryside, land, place, sea, shore, field, spot 
Area

Remote area is the most frequent adjective-noun collocation belonging to the group “2D Objects”. Most of the examples found in the BNC for remote area refer to the isolation of an area from a particular city, village or another place of settlement. 
(1)  In Australia, many ranches use artesian wells, which can be relied upon to provide water unattended to stock in remote areas. (BNC: ANX)
Distant area, on the other hand, refers to the geographical distance of an area from a particular place. 
(2) They could live in pleasant suburbs and travel to work; they could take off to previously distant areas for their holidays. (BNC: EWG)

The only example of far area was found in the BNC. Far is probably used in this case so as to emphasize the contrast between the areas situated near to someone and the ones which are at a greater distance.  Moreover, the phrase near and far sounds more natural than the phrase near and distant. 
(3) A deeper mixture of ultramarine blue with a little white added is used to   trace some lines of paint across the foreground of the water and add   richness of colour and suggest distance between the near and far water   areas. (BNC: G21)
Bank

Far bank (in the sense of a land along the side of a river or lake) has 87 tokens which considerably outnumber the frequency of the other nouns collocating with far. The reason why it is so is that far often refers to those parts of objects which are situated on their opposite side, and so they are more distant from the speaker. Thus far bank of the river is the one which is situated on the other side of the river and we can reach it only if we cross the river. 
(4) A mist hung over the river, and the buildings on the far bank could hardly be seen. (BNC: FRK) 
Distant bank can also denote the opposite bank; however, it refers to a bank which is not near to the place where someone is standing. 
(5) She gazed across the mile of grey water. The trees of the Dean on the distant bank were taking on a blue haze in the glorious afternoon sun. (BNC: B3J) 
In addition, it is used when someone is floating on a boat down the river and refers to some bank in a distance.
(6) He was in midstream when the clouds that had covered the moon parted and drifted away, and before him on the distant bank he saw the gracious, massive shapes of Strata Marcella pastured like sheep in their silver meadows. (BNC: K8S) 

Shore

Far shore occurs in the similar situations as far bank. It denotes the opposite side of the river or another water area. It is also used when someone is in the midstream on a boat and refers to the more distant shore of the river. 
(7) The Red Sea came into view in the late afternoon, an intense blue that washed along the flat desert shore in a long line of white. On the far shore lay Sinai. (BNC: FEM) 
(8) Meg was pointing out towards the far shore. Ben shipped oars and turned to look. (BNC: FRF) 
Distant shore refers to not specified far away shore and to a shore which is not close to someone when aboard. 
(9)   When it rained their branches swayed and hissed with a sound like that of the ocean spilling over some distant shore. (BNC: ACW) 
(10) Numbly, she followed him to the ladder at the back of the yacht, then watched as he ignored it and dived powerfully into the indigo water, his body slicing cleanly with hardly a splash before he struck out with a strong, fast crawl towards the far distant shore. (BNC: GUE) 
Remote shore occurred only once in the BNC and from the following example it is evident that it refers to a far-off sea shore with little transport connections from the centers of population.
(11) Maybe there was a mystery train of sorts deriving from some forgotten tale in an area served early by rail linking with wild and remote sea shores. (BNC: CE9)
Beach

Remote beach is a beach which is out of someone’s sight or hearing and visited by few people. It often denotes an outlying beach on which a crime was committed or something bad happened there. 
(12) On a remote beach on the western coast, the last survivors of one of Hong Kong's rarest marine creatures still come into the shallows to breed. (BNC: CK2)
(13) The mutilated bodies of the women were found on a remote beach in northern Natal, near the Mozambique border, last December. (BNC: K4E) 

Distant beach refers to a beach which is not close in space but not too much far away. 
(14) They are bar and beach holidays cruelly interrupted by visits to view the spacious rooms and extensive facilities of a recently-constructed hotel, or to inspect a distant beach. (BNC: BNP) 
Coast

Far coast probably refers to not specified coasts, geographically situated at great distances. 
(15) …Council Explorations programme allowed her to choose 40 artists, including some whose work was shipped from the far coasts of Canada and from scattered points in the U.S.A. (BNC: HRP) 

Distant coast denotes a faraway but still visible coast. 
(16) Forestry has now been applied to the upper slopes (Johnson would have been pleased), and in sunshine the views of the distant coast sparkle to the north-west. (BNC: G1Y)
A rather unusual phrase in which coast is used figuratively, distant coast of the table, was found in the BNC. This example, however, occurred only once and within the fiction prose register. 
(17) The sideboard knocked the wall as he swung round and the noise groaned in the room that had not known such life since the night Francis Sutherland, drunk in front of weekend guests, told his wife, self-assured and aloof on the distant coast of the table, that she was a frigid bitch who needed seeing to and he didn't care who did it. (BNC: FPF) 
Coast collocates with remote when denoting not much often visited coast by people and thus convenient for illegal activities. 
(18) Scotland's remote north-west coast is a favourite of smugglers for landing consignments of heroin, cocaine, cannabis and amphetamine. (BNC: K5D)

Country

Unlike distant or remote country, far country occurs several times in the spoken register. From this is apparent that far country is used in less formal contexts then distant country and remote country. Far is also used in the types of text regarding religion. 
(19) …the prodigal son, but you also have the second part of that which is almost a separate story of, the son who had not gone into the far country. (BNC: J90) 
Moreover, far country can have a figurative meaning as in: 
(20) …he alone has travelled to the uttermost limits of the ` far country ' of man's estrangement; and in him alone has the judgement been passed, carried out, and overcome to issue in reconciliation. (BNC: CL6)

Remote country is used when pointing out that a country is not easily accessible on account of little transport connections or its situation in the mountains.  
(21) It stands six miles outside Oxford, in lovely and in those days remote country, with one bus a day. (BNC: A68)
(22) This is a grandaddy of a long distance path which traverses Wales through some stunning and remote mountain country. (BNC: A65)

Or it can represent just a country that is not close in space and thus have the identical meaning with distant country, which denotes this meaning as well. 
(23) Within that schema, trade with the geographically remote countries of Latin America naturally occupied a position of low priority. (BNC: G1R)

(24) …billowing forth from the burning oil wells created both short-term and long-term severe pollution problems, not only for Kuwait and its neighbours but for distant countries too. (BNC: GU5)

Countryside

The difference between distant countryside and remote countryside is that distant refers to a countryside situated at some distance, however, it is still visible. Remote denotes a countryside which is situated at a great distance from a particular place and it is out of sight. 
(25)     On one side of the road, thickets and small trees rose steeply, while on the other I could now glimpse though the foliage the distant countryside. (BNC: AR3)
(26)      Research showed that the main areas of redundancy were in the inner cities and the remote countryside. (BNC: AR9)
Sea

Sea occurs in the BNC in collocations with distant and far. Distant sea refers to the sea not too much far away from a particular place and appears to be visible or audible from the place.
(27) The mist-covered landscape swept down towards the distant sea. (BNC: CA5)
 The phrase far seas occurs only in the plural and does not refer to any particular real sea; it is rather part of someone’s imaginations. It also denotes a part of the name of some organizations.
(28) …, and then I thought of all the good days to come; days of Ellen and me and Masquerade in far seas, and I must have smiled, for Robin-Anne nodded approval of whatever silent answer I was framing to her question. (BNC: CCW)
(29)  In 1975, Dr Seiji Ohsumi, senior biologist at the Far Seas Research Laboratory, wrote that…(BNC: ABC)
Field
Both far field and distant field refer to fields which are not too much far away and can be visible from a particular place. Both of them occur mainly in the fiction prose register. In addition, far denotes a particular place which is named Far Field (example 31). 
(30) Now I'm going to go inside and get myself a drink,' he announced, `and then we are going to go over to the far field where there's a modicum of peace and we are going to look at these plans together, OK?' (BNC: HGT)
(31) Then walk down to Far Field and wait. (BNC: AC4)
(32) There were dots in some of the distant fields which I assumed to be sheep.
On the other hand, remote field refers to some not specified field which is out of sight. 
(33)  It was an exchange they had had a hundred times during childhood at the end of some day's adventure in remote fields. (BNC: A7J)
Land

Only 2 tokens of far land were found in the BNC, moreover, both the examples came from one particular text. Far land was cited there as a part of a song and it seems that it has an emotional context. 
(34) Their song is of regret and exile, its core the oxymoron of `this far land ' -- `this' land is the real land, Middle-earth, `far land' ought to be the one Elbereth is in beyond the Seas. (BNC: CDV)
Distant land has more tokens than remote land; however, their meanings seem to be very similar because they both are denoting some far-away land.  
(35) Knowledge of distant lands was consolidated and an ever-widening stream of newly discovered species was brought to the notice of European scientists. (BNC: G0H)
(36) People travelled from remote lands just to be a part of it, for no one was ever turned from the door. (BNC: G10)
Centre

The difference between the frequency of distant centre and remote centre in the BNC is rather slight. Nevertheless, when looking at the following two examples, the difference in meaning can be spotted. Distant denotes a great distance from one place to another, whereas remote implies an outlying place.  
(37) That assertion of professional autonomy was thought to be reinforced by studies which stressed that curriculum development should be school-based, rooted in the professional context of teachers rather than in distant centres such as Whitehall or Edinburgh. (BNC: CN5) 

(38) When Christine Osborne travelled 4,348 kilometers across Australia on the Indian-Pacific she met some down-to-earth characters and had the opportunity to see some of the country's most remote mining centres. (BNC: HSG) 
Place
Remote place has almost twice as many tokens in the BNC than distant place. Remote place is used when referring to some not easily accessible or outlying place. 
(39) She found sanctuary in this remote place where she stayed alone for fifteen years. (BNC: GXG) 
(40)  In general those rural areas experiencing persistent loss during the inter-war years were the uplands and other remote places… (BNC: EDK) 
Distant place occurs when referring to places which are geographically a great distance apart from some other places. It also denotes a great space between two objects within the universe. 
(41)  They came mostly from Norfolk and Suffolk, but (like York) Norwich was able to attract people from distant places. (BNC: HWD) 
(42)  Light from distant places is not only red-shifted by the expansion of the universe, it is also old. (BNC: ABD)
A few instances of distant place express, as well as remote place, a far-off place, which is somehow isolated from the rest of the land. 
(43) This is the place for the complete angler; for the fisherman who loves the wild, distant places of Scotland. (BNC: AS7)
Spot
Spot collocates almost always with remote and implies isolation. Unlike remote spot, distant spot was found in the BNC only in the meaning of a dot or a point, not a larger place. Therefore, in this case, remote spot and distant spot are not synonymous.
(44) That it was a fairly remote spot was evident by the absence of traffic on the road. (BNC: BMU) 

(45) When walking, look up; fix eyes on a distant spot; do not watch your feet or the pavement. (BNC: C9R) 

1.2  Political divisions: province, region, district
Region
Two tokens of the phrase far region occur in the BNC. 
(46) A leading from above, a something given', and `a Man from some far region sent'. (BNC: CAW)
(47) Somewhere in the far regions of her mind a voice was screaming warnings, but she closed her ears to it, as if some insidious substance in the night air had rendered her brain oblivious to reason. (BNC: GUE)
From the example (46) the proper meaning of far is not clear, it probably means “not close in space”. In the example (47), the phrase far regions is used in figurative sense. 

Distant region is primarily used in the sense not close in space, as in the example (48). Distant also very frequently occurs when referring to a great distance within the universe. 
(48) Sources for the sulphates are the distant industrial regions of Europe, North America and eastern Asia, with most researchers pointing to Europe and eastern USSR/CIS as the major contributors. (BNC: GU5)
(49) Yet, in the model described above, there would not have been time since the big bang for light to get from one distant region to another, even though the regions were close together in the early universe. (BNC: H78)
Remote region appears when implying the difficult accessibility or in the sense not close in space. 
(50) Henning Albrechsten says: `Modern information technology has given people in remote regions the opportunity to overcome their worst handicap; their distance from the centres of learning and development.' (BNC: A1M)
(51)  The letter to the Registrars, from a rather remote region somewhat nearer to the Equator than to Cancer, began reasonably enough. (BNC: GX9)

District, province

The similar situation appears with the nouns district and province; however, district collocates merely with remote, predominantly expressing the sense of isolation from the centers of civilization. Province collocates with both distant and remote. Distant province denotes a province which is situated geographically far away from a particular place, whereas remote province emphasizes the isolation again.
(52) Her sophisticated turnout and stylish overdressing had made her a minor legend in this remote northern district. (BNC: CEY)
(53) …the far-flung contacts which had linked distant provinces became attenuated, local clerical and military élites came to form cohesive, small-scale groupings with local or regional interests and loyalties, sometimes intense local pride. (BNC: ADC)
(54) Panamanian police arrested Ricardo Arias Calderon, the Christian Democrat former vice-presidential candidate, and some supporters as they toured remote provinces urging people to boycott the military-controlled government. (BNC: A1V)

1.3 Objects denoting areas 
Even though these nouns do not virtually denote 2D objects, they are included in this group because they represent “areas” and as such behave similarly to 2D objects, i.e. often collocate with remote in order to emphasize isolation from other places, and they collocate with distant and far when referring to spatial distance.  These nouns are divided into two following groups: 
1.3.1 Places of settlement: city, settlement, town, village
City

The noun city almost always occurs in collocation with distant and only one example of remote city was found in the BNC. Distant city is used when talking of a city which is situated in the place not geographically close to another particular place. 
(55)     But Mrs Thomas knows that most of her pupils will go on to college in distant cities, and few return. (BNC: AKH)
In the following example remote city occurs probably because there is emphasized the isolation of the city from some other places of settlement, or because the city is small in extent. And smaller places of settlements seem to be located in isolation rather than the larger ones. 
(56)      Already, Harte (1983) has reported a pH value of 2.25 in a remote small city in central China, which is one of the most acidic precipitation samples ever recorded. (BNC: GU5)

Village, town
Remote village (35 tokens) denotes a village which is isolated or accessible with difficulty, whereas distant village (11 tokens) refers to one which is not close in space to a particular place. The similar situation is with the remote town and distant town. 
(57)      Ancient tradition remains powerful, and stories of witches and snake      charmers are still whispered high in the remote mountain villages.(BNC: ECF)  
(58)      I fixed my attention on the tower of the library which the priest, Sauniere, had built on the edge of a precipice overlooking the distant village of Esperaza. (BNC: G2Y)
(59)      The remote little town of Grottaglie is famed for rustic pottery and the craftsmen welcome on-lookers. (BNC: ECF)

As mentioned above, the places of settlement which are isolated and are of smaller area, tend to occur more frequently with remote. On the other hand, if these nouns denoting places are geographically distant from the other places, but they are not situated in isolation from them, they occur more frequently with distant. 
1.3.2 Not specified: forest, wood, island, range, valley
Forest

Both phrases far forest and distant forest denote the forest which is in the distance from the speaker but he can still see it. Both the phrases were found predominantly within the fiction-prose register. Remote forest is used when referring to some forest which is beyond someone’s reach, or when emphasizing the isolation of the forest. 
(60)      There was no wind now, just the steady downpour, the circling thunder, and the constant flickering of lightning reflecting on the wet surface of the Waste and illuminating the edges of the far forest as a line of blackness. (BNC: BMX)
(61)      The first was opened in the village of Vemdalen in the remote forests of Sweden in September 1985. (BNC: A1M)
Wood

Wood only collocate with far and distant. In all of the examples found in the BNC, both far wood and distant wood express the same meaning: not close in space from the position of the speaker. Unlike distant wood, all the tokens of far wood occurred within the fiction register, one within the poetry and the rest within the prose. From this is apparent that when far is modifying a noun it appears predominantly in the literary works. 
(62)      It was a tranquil picture the green field; the far woods; above, a blue sky dappled with little fleecy clouds. (BNC: J54)
(63)      Broad green fields surrounded her, with distant woods bounding the horizon. (BNC: CDY)
Island

The figures in Table 2 show that island collocates predominantly with remote (38 tokens). Distant island is represented in the BNC only by 7 tokens and far island was not found in the BNC at all. 

Distant island means the island that is not close geographically, whether or not it is visible from a place where someone is standing. 
(64)      He was leaning against the rail smoking a cigarette and staring with an air of melancholy towards the distant island. (BNC: A0D)
It can also denote the isolation of the particular island from other islands or the mainland, in which sense it is identical to remote island. 
(65)     Thousands more were exiled in labour camps on distant islands with no hope of release. (BNC: FAN) 
(66)     The few people who still live on these remote islands practise traditional Kentish crafts, such as creative in-breeding, undisturbed by motor traffic and other aspects of mainland life. (BNC: BNP)

Remote collocates with island most frequently probably since an island is always located in isolation from the rest of the land and separated from it by the sea or by another water area. 

Range
Range collocates only with far and distant. As far as far range is concerned, it is used when referring to a far-away range which is out of someone’s sight. Distant range, on the other hand, implies that the range is visible from the particular place. 
(67)     …ferry timetables forced a quick visit, but it allowed two good days ' walking. A third to the far hill range would have been ideal, but something must always be left undone, as an excuse for a speedy return. (BNC: A6T) 

(68)     The sun was huge: a glaring red ball which was almost touching the tops of the distant range of mountains. (BNC: FSE)

Valley
The only example of distant valley shows that distant refers to a valley which is not too much far away from someone, because they can hear the sounds coming from there. 
(69)      If it isn't helicopters, it's cars on the way to the Silberner Hirsch below, or machines roaring in distant valleys. (BNC: HA0)
Remote valley represents a valley situated at a greater distance beyond someone’s reach, 
(70)      It is just past midnight and many of the cadets from Old College are guarding well-concealed patrol bases in remote valleys and woods up in the Welsh hills near Sennybridge. (BNC: A77),
or a valley that is isolated or not easily accessible.
(71)      Her imagination, which often inconvenienced her in this way, began to suggest that, naturally, this remote valley would be the haunt of rabid, starving packs of feral dogs. (BNC: G0X)

Conclusion

As regards the nouns denoting 2D objects, they collocate most frequently with remote (area, beach, island, place, site, region, and village) or with distant (city, coast, country, land, landscape, wood, range, sea, and shore). The nouns most frequently collocating with far are only bank and shore.
Far refers to places geographically situated at a great distance (e.g. coast) or collocates with nouns meaning “the one on the opposite side” (bank, shore). It is also used when emphasizing the contrast to near places (area), in the figurative sense (e.g. region), and when denoting places beyond someone’s reach (e.g. range.) It doesn’t collocate with the nouns denoting places of settlement. 

Distant emphasizes geographical distance, and refers to places situated not close in space, but visible or audible from a particular place (forest). It also denotes isolation (island, place) and great distances within the universe (region, place).  

Remote mostly denotes isolated, little visited or undeveloped places (beach), which are out of sight and sometimes not easily accessible. It collocates with the nouns referring to political divisions more frequently than far and distant. Concerning places of settlement, it mostly modifies places of a smaller area situated far away from some other centers of populations. 
c) 3D Objects

Table 2: 3D objects

	 
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE
	
	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE

	building
	1
	5
	1
	
	object
	0
	26
	2

	cliff
	0
	0
	1
	
	organ
	0
	4
	0

	computer
	0
	1
	10
	
	peak
	1
	10
	2

	cottage
	0
	0
	6
	
	planet
	0
	19
	0

	door
	14
	2
	0
	
	room
	2
	2
	1

	factory
	0
	3
	1
	
	school
	0
	3
	1

	farm
	0
	3
	8
	
	server
	0
	0
	7

	farmhouse
	0
	2
	5
	
	source
	0
	14
	6

	galaxy
	0
	33
	2
	
	star
	2
	20
	2

	hill
	3
	30
	1
	
	storage
	0
	0
	10

	house
	1
	6
	9
	
	table
	4
	2
	0

	iceberg
	0
	0
	1
	
	television
	0
	1
	4

	light
	0
	8
	0
	
	tower
	0
	6
	0

	machine
	0
	1
	10
	
	trees
	0
	10
	0

	mountain
	1
	41
	7
	
	university
	0
	1
	0


1.1 Buildings: building, cottage, factory, farm, farmhouse, house, school, storage, university
Building
Building collocates predominantly with distant. Distant building and far building refer to a building which is situated at a distance from the speaker and within his sight. 
(72)      The television screen shows a distant building silhouetted against the skyline. (BNC: ECU) 
(73)      It appeared that these were mainly concerned with strengthening the outer landward defences, in especial the far guardhouse building, the approach from the harbour area,… (BNC: CD8)

An instance of remote building was used only once in the BNC. It denotes buildings located in more outlying areas and therefore disadvantaged in comparison to other buildings. 
(74)     The initial lists, for example, were compiled in a hurry and many of the more remote buildings were left out. (BNC: AR9) 

Factory

Distant denotes factory which is situated not close in space to a particular place. Remote factory in this case express the same meaning. 
(75)      …, because projects carefully worked out in advance on paper could be carried out by many workers each doing a small repetitive part of the whole operation, perhaps in distant factories and workshops. (BNC: GU7)

(76)     When 250 workers were made redundant by Quantock poultry Packers, the CAB moved into the remote Somerset factory. (BNC: B0N)

School

Distant school was used in the BNC in two situations: first, a school is described as distant when situated a particular distance away from the pupils’ homes; second, it is used when referring to two or more schools which are not close to one another and they are somehow related. 
(77)      …on the one hand, their arrival may add to the demand for retailing and educational facilities, which may help to sustain the village shop or school; on the other, their children may attend other more distant schools and the newcomers may shop in the adjacent towns so that, if they have `replaced' locals,…(BNC: FB2)
(78)     There are also a few experiments in Earth geometry that gain from the rapid transfer of data between distant schools. (BNC: H88)
Remote school occurs again when describing school located far away from the centers of population. 
(79)      My whirlpool analogy can prove equally dangerous in its generalisation for there are innovators to be found even in the most remote schools. (BNC: BLY)
University

University only collocates with distant because it denotes university which might be situated, for example, tens of miles away from students’ homes. 
(80)     The farmer's daughter, attending a distant university, may depend on trains with her Young Person's Railcard, but, in general the railways…(BNC: HHJ)  
Since remote usually has the meaning “isolated” or “outlying”, it is obvious that the phrase *remote university would appear rather strange. University is an important institution attended by many people, and thus there is a remote possibility to be situated in places removed from towns and some other centers of population. 

Cottage

Cottage occurs in the BNC only in collocation with remote and this phrase implies that the cottage is situated somewhere in isolation from the other places of settlement. 
(81)     He wondered from time to time what sort of a life she led in that remote cottage with her writer friend, how far it had satisfied her. (BNC: G38) 
Farm, farmhouse

Distant farm or farmhouse denotes a farm which is situated far away from the places of residence of the people. Remote farm refers to isolation of the farm from some other places. 
(82)      If anything the gulf separating them from an outside world which uprooted families and whole villages for labour on distant farms, or worse still in factories and mines, which extracted taxes, recruits and grain…(BNC: EA6) 
(83)     We lived for a year in a cottage attached to a remote farm -- so remote that I have never been able to find it again. (BNC: CEE) 
House

The difference between far house, distant house and remote house is apparent from the following examples. Far house is used when comparing it with foreground objects in a picture. 
(84)     The picture plane is further emphasized by the complete lack of aerial perspective (the far houses are, if anything, darker and stronger in value than the foreground house), and… (BNC: GUJ) 

Distant house signifies spacing between a person and a particular house whether it is visible or not. 
(85)     Skirting the wood he walked for hours, resting after spotting potato-pickers and distant houses. (BNC: A67) 

Remote house refers to an outlying, solitary house, often serving for criminal activities. 
(86)      In the case of Olugboja (1981) two girls were picked up by two men and taken to a remote house. (BNC: ACJ) 
Storage
The noun storage collocates only with remote. The phrase remote storage describes a building where less frequently used books from a library are placed. 
(87)      In all these cases catalogues can be amended simply by a general notice explaining that the groups of materials have been moved to remote storage.  (BNC: B07)
1.2  Elevations of land: hill, mountain, peak 

Hill
Far hill and distant hill can be used interchangeably; both refer to hill or hills situated at some distance from particular place and visible by the observer. The instances of far hill predominantly occur in the BNC in the fiction prose register as well as the ones of distant hill, which also occur within the newspaper and miscellaneous registers. Remote hills refer to particular far-away hills. 
(88)      Wonder why -- and then a great green carpet of lawn, and shrubs and trees, and, way beyond them, the far hills. (BNC: CMJ) 
(89)      From the dairy yard where Friesian cows wait to be milked, fields stretch a mile and a half to a distant hill. (BNC: A4K) 
(90)      The CEGB could rely on the Treasury to oppose the expenditure to reduce pollution which did most damage in remote Welsh hills, Scottish lochs and other countries. (BNC: AM4) 

Mountain
Instances of far mountain and distant mountain are used in contexts similar to ones of hill. Remote mountain refers to particular not specified mountains located in the peripheral parts of various countries. 
(91)      The sea was a pearly turquoise, the far mountains ash-blue in the windless heat. (BNC: G13) 
(92)      A full moon hung above the distant mountains. (BNC: HA0)
(93)      Taking everything into account it is remarkable that the Coniston Mines, tucked away as they were amongst these remote mountains in the north-west of England (and with the smelters so far away), were able to sustain so many years of almost unbroken continuity. (BNC: H0B) 

Peak

Far peak and distant peak can be used interchangeably, denoting the far-away peaks visible from a particular place, whereas remote peak refers to some not specified isolated peak.   
(94)      It takes a long time to reach Dynjandi, but the weather improves as the day wears on, leaving me with wonderful views across the Arnarfjör&dstrok;3ur, its far peaks wreathed in clouds. (BNC: A6T)
(95)      Cloud swirled up from the valleys, clearing spasmodically to reveal distant peaks, ice-cold lakes and the long ridge in front. (BNC: CMD) 
(96)      Yet camping is often the only way to get near the mountain of your choice, especially when you choose to ascend some of the more remote peaks. (BNC: AS3)
1.3 Pieces of electronic equipment: computer, machine, server, television
Computer

The noun computer collocates with remote in all but one of the instances. Remote computer denotes a computer which is not local and to which a user can connect via some kind of network. Distant computer has the same meaning and appears in the similar context. 
(97)     This file transfer program lets you make remote connections via a modem and access drives on a remote computer as it they were on your own machine. (BNC: CTX) 
(98)      This allows the user to log in to distant computers, e.g. Missouri or Canberra Botanic Gardens, to see whatever these sites will allow us to see. (BNC: HJA) 
Machine
Machine, in one sense, can be a synonym of computer, and in all the instances found in the BNC it is used in this meaning. Therefore it collocates merely with remote. One instance of distant machine also occurs; however, it does not denote a computer but a machine used for mowing audible from a distance. 
(99)      If the fax at the other end is a fax modem running UntraFAX, you can send files to the remote machine. (BNC: CTX) 
(100) It sounded so comfortable and reassuring, like the drone of a distant mowing machine through the class-room window at school. (BNC: B0U)
Server

Server is the main computer on a network, which controls all the others. Therefore it is also used merely with remote referring to a server to which a user does not have physical access. 

(101) It supports Function Shipping, enabling access to data from a remote server, Transaction Routing, enabling a transaction to be initiated on a client and redirected for execution on another system. …(BNC: CT5)
Television

Television collocates mostly with remote; however, one instance of distant television was found in the BNC referring to the television audible from the room in which it is placed to another place. 

(102) I can hear a muffled distant television, Jancey is still chatting next door, and someone outside is calling goodbye. (BNC: H8M)

1.4 Cosmic objects: galaxy, planet, star
Galaxy

Galaxy collocates primarily with distant (33 tokens) and occurs within the spoken, fiction prose, magazine, non-academic and academic registers, whereas only 2 tokens of remote galaxy were found in the BNC. It appeared once in the fiction prose and once in the non-academic registers.  No instances of *far galaxy were found in the BNC. From its occurrence within the registers it is evident that the phrase distant galaxy is more formal than remote galaxy.  
(103) Observations of distant galaxies indicate that they are moving away from us: The universe is expanding. (BNC: FYX)
(104) Spinrad has spent 10 years measuring the distance to remote galaxies with strong radio-signals. (BNC: B78)
(105) Sometimes, Ibrox Villiers Cley had Marnya play him a piece of music composed long ago on a planet now forgotten in a remote galaxy. (BNC: HA0)
Planet

As far as the noun planet is concerned, it collocates merely with distant and 19 tokens of this noun occurred in the BNC. 
(106) Give two reasons why `radar' with light waves would not be a very useful probe of distant planets. (BNC: GW6)
Star

Unlike the other cosmic objects analyzed above, star collocates with all the three adjectives. However, instances of far stars were found merely within the fiction prose register. In the cases of far stars and remote stars, it is referred to the stars visible (or poorly visible) on the night sky; distant star, however, most frequently refer to contexts of stars within the universe. 
(107) I have been here for decades untold in this court, never leaving it except in my mind, ranging to far stars yet never truly experiencing those elsewheres. (BNC: CM4)
(108) Because of the Sun's gravity, light beams from a distant star will change direction. (BNC: FNW)
(109) The sky was quite dark now, with remote insignificant stars above the trees away from where the fireworks were, and the air was full of the smell of gunpowder. (BNC: H9G)
1.5 Not specified: cliff, door, iceberg, light, object, organ, source, table, tower, 
                 tree
Door
Door collocates merely with far (14 tokens) and distant (2 tokens). Far door refers to the more distant of the two doors, especially used when the way to a particular room is described to someone. As regards distant door, it relates to some door situated somewhere in the distance beyond the sight of a person. In this case they are not synonymous. 
(110) He's in the study -- straight through the hall, and then far door on your right. (BNC: H9D)
(111) He had rung the bell twice, listened to its chime and heard a distant door open and the call of voices. (BNC: CJT) be measured directly, tells us how far away it is. (BNC: B7H)
Light

The noun light collocates merely with the adjective distant and refers to visible far-away city lights and lights of the vehicles.
(112) Paul looked down the road to where distant lights told of the approach of the bus. (BNC: A7A)
Object

It is apparent from the figures shown in Table 2 that object most frequently collocates with distant. However, in two instances object collocates with remote. 
Distant object often refers to cosmic objects situated at a huge distance from our planet or from one another in the universe. One example of this kind was also found for remote object.
(113) Light from some distant objects was emitted before the sun first shone, and has been making its way to mankind's eyes throughout the history of the earth. (BNC: ABD) 
(114) …, and because observations of nearby galaxies (whose distance can be measured in other ways) show that their redshifts are proportional to their distances from us, it is assumed that measuring the redshift of a very remote object, whose distance cannot…(BNC: B7H)
It often refers to the objects which are not close in space to us, but are within our sight or reach, 
(115) It is an everyday experience; our eyes, ears and noses collect information about distant objects. (BNC: HR3)

or to the relation between two objects situated in a picture. 
(116) As civilisation evolved painters noted that near objects can overlap distant objects. (BNC: ADX)

In the following example, remote objects refer to far-off mountains in the west and south of Wales. 
(117) My quest for finding any such remote objects will, I hope, be eased by the arrival of a hand- held Global Navigation System, supplied by courtesy of Messrs Ampro for testing over land conditions. (BNC: G30)

Organ

The noun organ only forms collocations with distant. It expresses a particular distance between two or more organs within the human body. 
(118) We should remember that very little was known at that time about the ways in which the ovaries influence distant organs. (BNC: ARF)
Source

Remote sources and distant sources are synonymous in the examples (119) and (120). The example (121) implies a distance between two objects within the universe and, as was mentioned above, such a distance is usually expressed by the adjective distant. Remote source in the last example refers to a source connected to a particular system via some kind of network, and such virtual distance is usually expressed by remote. 
(119) Venice has already engineered a water supply from more distant sources. (BNC: AAP)
(120) Those most coveted by the early civilizations of Egypt and Sumer, notably lapis lazuli, had been drawn from remote sources since Predynastic times. (BNC: FBA) 
(121) However, Einstein predicted that a galaxy could act as a gravitational lens bending light from a more distant source. (BNC: H8K)
(122) The problems of getting copy onto the system from a remote source was, therefore, already solved. (BNC: G00)
Table

Table collocates with far and distant. More instances of far table were found in the BNC than of distant table, and most of the instances occurred in the fiction prose register. In this case, both far table and distant table can be interchangeable. 
(123) He almost bustled to the far table where glasses and decanters provided him with an interval of escape from the lonely speechlessness that only Aunt Tossie understood. (BNC: H7H)
(124) Tuppe did, however, spy out a lone figure at a distant table. (BNC: HWN)

Conclusion

Distant mostly modifies nouns denoting “elevations of land” (hill, mountain, peak), and can be used interchangeably with far when modifying these nouns. Distant and far can also be interchangeable in collocation with the noun table. Far predominantly occurs in the fiction prose register. Far appears when the contrast between the near and far object is emphasized (house, door). Distant further collocates with “cosmic objects” (galaxy, planet, star) and, in general, refers to great distances within the universe (object, source). 

Remote most often modifies nouns referring to “pieces of electronic equipment” which are not physically close to the user but can be connected via network (computer, server, machine, source). In case of computer, remote is synonymous with distant, however, remote is much more frequently used. Remote machine and distant machine are not synonymous because each of them refers to the different object. Remote also most often collocates with nouns which represent isolated or outlying buildings (storage, farm, farmhouse, cottage). 
d) Sounds

   Table 3: Sounds

	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE
	
	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE

	bell
	0
	4
	0
	
	rumble
	0
	6
	1

	bleat
	0
	1
	0
	
	shout
	1
	4
	0

	bleating
	1
	0
	0
	
	shouting
	0
	1
	0

	cry
	0
	6
	0
	
	sound
	0
	33
	2

	echo
	0
	9
	0
	
	thunder
	0
	10
	0

	gunfire
	0
	6
	0
	
	voice
	0
	35
	2

	laughter
	0
	2
	0
	
	wail
	0
	5
	0

	music
	0
	3
	0
	
	whisper
	0
	2
	0

	noise
	0
	7
	1
	
	whistle
	0
	4
	0

	roar
	0
	6
	0
	
	 
	 
	 
	 


From Table 3 it is apparent that the noun collocates expressing various types of sounds collocate predominantly with distant. There are only a few of them which are also modified by far or remote. Those collocating with far are bleating and shout. The ones also occurring after remote are noise, rumble, sound and voice. 
Bleat, bleating

As far as bleat and bleating are concerned, there was, interestingly, one occurrence of far bleating and one occurrence of distant bleat in the BNC: 
(125) With the stillness of the trees, silhouetted And the breeze, and the far bleating of sheep Up on the hillside; (BNC: B1C)
(126) Every other sound that she had hitherto been conscious of -- the distant bleat of sheep in the field, the wind in the trees, the mewling cry of a hawk far above her -- disappeared, vanished from her awareness. (BNC: HH)

It is obvious that the meanings of bleat and bleating are identical and can be regarded as synonymous in this case. Both of the examples were found in the fiction register. The example far bleating, however, occurred in poetry and distant bleat in prose. Consequently, as mentioned in one of the dictionaries above as well, far modifying nouns in attributive position is more often used in literary works and it proves to be more poetical than distant. 

Shout, shouting

The second noun collocating with far is shout. Since shouting collocates only with distant and its meaning is equal to shout, I include it to the analysis of shout. According to the BNC, distant shout appears mainly in the fiction prose register, far shout in the miscellaneous one. The difference between them is apparent in the context. The only example of far shout refers to a shout coming from reality beyond someone’s imagination, whereas distant shout/shouting occurs in rather neutral context. 
(127) …, but from anything I have ever done that it seems beyond the realms of   reality, a  fantasy production, a dream come true. A far shout calls me back to truth. (BNC: A6T)
(128) He lay for some minutes listening to the clatter of boots, slamming of doors and distant shouts before the snorts and squeals of armoured personnel carriers below his window made him realise… (BNC: H86)

As far as the nouns collocating with remote are concerned, there is a significant difference in the frequency from these nouns collocating with distant. As the table shows: distant noise (7 tokens) vs. remote noise (1 token), distant rumble (6 tokens) vs. remote rumble (1 token), distant sound (33 tokens) vs. remote sound (2 tokens) and distant voice (35 tokens) vs. remote voice (2 tokens). 

In the cases of noise, rumble and sound, no differences in meaning when collocating with distant or remote were found. In connection with each of the adjectives, the nouns denote a faint sound coming from the distance. 
Rumble

(129)  I could faintly hear the distant rumble of commuter traffic from my bedroom -- a reminder of what I had temporarily escaped. (BNC: CS4)
(130) …; while outside there was a faint, remote rumble which could have been shell-fire, or heavy traffic, or even a loose window vibrating in the wind. (BNC: HRA)
Sound

There is a significant difference in the frequency of distant sound and remote sound, moreover, remote sound occurs only in the fiction prose register; nevertheless, they could be used interchangeably.
(131) He could only hear the distant sound of police whistles, screaming for help. (BNC: HTY)
(132) But most of the time the only reminders of the outside world were remote sounds which merely emphasized the quiet of the room itself… (BNC: G12)

Voice

Both distant voice and remote voice means a voice that comes from the distance and/or it is not heard properly. In this sense as well, they can be used interchangeably. 
(133) Suddenly my heart stopped beating, and I heard a distant voice cry, `Jane! (BNC: FR6)
(134) ‘I lugged that pear from the kitchen in the small hours,' Finch said in a remote voice. (BNC: FRH)

But distant voice may also mean a voice which is cold or unfriendly. 
(135) A cold, distant voice that could not possibly come from her spoke at my side. (BNC: FAP)

In the BNC there also occurs the phrase Distant Voices that is the part of the name of a film. 
(136) As a starting point I will look at the left's critical response to two recent  films – Distant Voices , Still Lives (1988) and A Very British Coup (1988). (BNC: ARD)

Conclusion

From the analysis of the nouns denoting various types of sounds, it follows that most of these nouns collocate with distant, and only a few of them also collocate with far or remote. Regarding these nouns, the difference between their collocations with distant and far is within the context and style (distant shouting/ far shout), far tends to be used in poetry (e.g. far bleating).  Distant and remote differ mainly in the frequency (e.g. distant/ remote noise) and occurrence within the registers (distant/ remote sound); remote occurs predominantly in the fiction prose register, unlike distant which is much more frequent and appears in some other registers as well. 

e) Abstract Nouns 

The following table comprises not only abstract nouns but also nouns which do not fit into any of the previous groups of nouns. However, some of them are rather frequent or interestingly used, and therefore I decided to include them in the analysis as well, and I called the group generally as Abstract Nouns. The nouns are further divided into three groups. 

Table 4: Abstract nouns
	Abstract
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE
	 
	 
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE

	access
	0
	0
	26
	 
	reaches
	7
	2
	2

	background
	1
	3
	0
	 
	resource
	0
	12
	0

	danger
	0
	0
	4
	 
	situation
	0
	0
	6

	darkness 
	2
	0
	0
	 
	target
	0
	10
	2

	database
	0
	0
	11
	 
	world
	4
	7
	4

	distance
	42
	0
	2
	 
	Directions
	 
	 
	 

	goal
	0
	4
	1
	 
	East
	688
	0
	0

	journey
	0
	1
	0
	 
	North/north
	136
	0
	0

	location
	0
	0
	35
	 
	South/south
	86
	3
	1

	market
	0
	8
	1
	 
	West
	41
	0
	0


1.1 Places: location, situation
Both location and situation are collocates merely of remote. These two nouns are synonymous, and are used similarly in collocations with remote referring to far removed, often isolated places.
(137) These can give people who have to live in certain remote locations a slightly better chance of obtaining appropriate accommodation. (BNC: FB2) 

(138) Thanks to its remote situation and forbidding terrain, this 12 square miles of raised coral has never been successfully colonised, either by people or other introduced species. (BNC: B7C)

1.2 Nouns referring to virtual distance: access, database
Access collocates only with remote. It is a system that enables a user to gain information from remote computers or server. 
(139) It gives access to all sorts of information, whether locally provided, or by remote access to systems all over the world. (BNC: KA4)
Database also forms collocations merely with the adjective remote and denotes the data accessible via remote access. 

(140) CD-ROM includes most of the features of conventional online searching of remote databases, such as Boolean searching. (BNC: GXE)
1.3 Not specified: background, danger, darkness, distance, goal, journey, market, reaches, resource, target, world
Background

Far background and distant background are used interchangeably. 
(141) An aerial view of Kei Wais showing Long Creek in The far background. (BNC: CK2)

(142) Occasionally, breaks in the foliage permit glimpses of the estuary and its islands, now a wide expanse with Loch Kishorn joining in and the Applecross hills forming a distant background : all exquisitely lovely. (BNC: CJH)

Darkness
Two instances of the phrase far darkness occurred in the BNC. Both of them occurred in the fiction prose register. 
(143) Pointing to the far darkness, he said: `What's at the end, there?' (BNC: AVC)
Distance

Distance collocates with far and remote. Remote, however, occurs merely in 2 instances, far has 42 tokens. Both of the instances of remote distance and almost half of the examples of far distance appeared in the fiction prose register. When far distance is used it is referred to particular objects situated at a distance, or events that happened or are supposed to happen in the future. 
(144) In the far distance was the blue outline of yet further hills. (BNC: G0Y)
(145) And in the far distance beckoned the possibility of marriage, a state so close to paradise that he hardly dared imagine it. (BNC: CKB) 
Remote distance was used within some emotional situation denoting some not specified distance. 
(146) I heard my own voice from a remote distance ask, `Do you refer to Mary Shelley, sir?' (HGS)
(147) The female still lay there, watery eyes staring at some remote distance from which she waited to be recalled. (HGS) 
Reaches

Reaches denote parts of an area furthest from the centre of it. It most frequently collocates with far, and, unlike distant reaches and remote reaches, refers not only to the particular places in the countries on Earth, in which case they can be interchangeable, but also to reaches in the universe, and to reaches in more abstract concepts such as mind or soul. 
(148) They distrusted predictions about the far reaches of the universe because it did not seem they could be tested by observation. (BNC: FYX) 
(149) I could just about hear Carter in the far reaches of my mind. (BNC: KCE)
(150) The children come from East and West Sussex, although to my astonishment there's one who comes from the far reaches of West Sussex, right away over erm the other side of Chichester. (BNC: KRH) 
(151) It is called Kulta and it comes from the distant reaches of Lapland. (BNC: FBL) 
(152) The great escarpments of the east bank had fallen away, leaving only distant reaches of desert sky. (BNC: FEM) 
The phrase remote reaches, however, refers to parts of a loch which are accessible with some difficulty such as in the example (153). It may also refer to outlying places with little transport connections to more populated areas.  
(153) Access to its remote upper reaches is invariably made by boat from Mallaig, a voyage rewarded by an intimate view of the beautiful peak of Sgurr na Ciche, towering immediately from the head of the loch. (BNC: CJH) 
(154) Suddenly, the hideous possibility occurred to Harry that he had slept past his stop and would have to retrace his route from some remote reach of the Bakerloo line. (BNC: H8T) 

Market

The only difference between remote market and distant market is that distant is usually used with market in plural denoting various local markets, whereas remote refers to the world market as a whole.  
(155) Within a few years the improved navigability of the river Don enabled them to compete even more successfully in distant markets. (BNC: HWD)
(156) At one extreme, there might be the virtual monoculture of the new agricultural areas, imposed by their orientation towards a remote world market , and intensified, if not created, by the characteristic mechanism of foreign merchant firms in the great port cities which controlled this export trade -- the traditional Greeks who ran the Russian corn trade through Odessa, the Bunges and Borns from Hamburg who were about to fulfil the same function for the River Plate countries from Buenos Aires and Montevideo. (BNC: J0P)
World

World collocates with all the three adjectives. Far world and distant world are almost identical in its meaning, except for some differences of their occurrences within the registers. Far inclines to occur within the spoken and fiction prose registers, distant is more formal and occurs in the registers of scientific concerns. Remote world denote far-away places which seem to be different in some respects from other places. 
(157) We could try to drop out of sight on some far world.  (BNC: CM4)
(158) It seemed like aeons of time ago in an unimaginably distant world. (BNC: G06)
(159) And away and above her imagination lie the remote worlds of elegant Petrograd, and of Moscow, the city of the Communist future as well as of her inherited religious past. (BNC: A64)
Journey

Journey occurred in the BNC once collocating with distant. Interestingly, one of the consulted dictionaries, concretely MWOD, provides an example far journey in which far expresses the meaning “long”. However, no instance of far journey was found in the BNC, the phrase distant journey only occurred. 
(160) In the pursuit of his fortune, he had deliberately travelled many long and distant journeys, always seeking to escape from memories of Beth and their time together. (BNC: FPK)
North, South, East, West

As far as “directions” are concerned, East, N/north and West collocate merely with far. The only one collocating with distant and remote is S/south. Far south is used to denote place situated nearest to the southern boundary of an area, whereas distant south emphasizes the geographical distance from a particular place to the south of a country. 
(161) The following morning we flew to Tacna in the far south of Peru, crossed into Chile by taxi and flew on from Arica to Santiago. (BNC: GV6)

(162) The old Lombard aristocracy was gradually crumbling away except in the far north and the distant south. (BNC: BMV) 
Remote south refers to far-off areas of the southern hemisphere where outlying, little inhabited islands are situated. 
(163) The botanist J. D. Hooker postulated a massive extension of land in the Antarctic to account for the similarity of plants between New Zealand, South America and the islands of the remote south. (BNC: G0H)

Conclusion

It is apparent that the adjectives in connection with the nouns from Table 4 which collocate at least with two of the adjectives are synonymous, however, only one of them can be used interchangeably in collocations with far and distant (background). In connection with the noun journey, distant refers to the meaning “long”. Remote denotes removed places (location, situation), “virtual” distance (access, database,) and implies difference between two or more particular concepts (world). All the nouns denoting “directions” collocates merely with far, except for south which can also collocate with distant and remote. In that case, however, far south, distant south and remote south are not interchangeable.

2.1.2 Adjective-noun collocations referring to “distance in time”
Table 1: Nouns denoting time
	
	FAR
	DISTANT
	REMOTE

	antiquity
	0
	0
	4

	date
	0
	5
	2

	day
	1
	15
	1

	event
	0
	7
	1

	future
	7
	78
	7

	memory
	0
	24
	0

	past
	3
	84
	21

	period
	0
	4
	8

	time
	0
	11
	3


At first glance, it is obvious that distant has many more noun collocations expressing distance in time than far and remote. Regarding the nouns which collocate with all the three adjectives in this meaning only nouns future, past and day were found in the BNC. 
Day

As shown in Table 1, day collocates predominantly with distant. There are 15 tokens of distant day in the BNC and 1 token for both remote and far day. Distant day occurs within the various registers and stresses long separation in time between the present and some period in the past.   
(1)     And what wouldn't one have given in those distant days for a ball-point pen!    (BNC: BN9)
Both phrases far day and remote day occurred in the literary style. Far day emphasizes the long time period which went on between someone’s birth and the present day. Remote days stresses the difference between someone’s beliefs in the present and the ones in the particular period in the past. 
(2)     …And what has he [Titus] learned of them and of his home since that far day when he was born to the Countess of Groan in a room alive with birds? (BNC: EWA)
(3)      I agree it's not the way I planned in those remote days when I imagined one could keep to plans. (BNC: AEA)

Future

Future mostly appears in connection with distant. Remote future only has 7 tokens and far 6 tokens. Far future is mainly used within the fiction-prose register and expresses the same meaning as distant future. Far future is also used when talking of something that is not believed to be realized in the future: 
(4)      Such a dream, if it is realisable at all, is certainly one for the far future. (BNC: HPU)
Distant future emphasizes the separation in time, in both long and short intervals. 
(5)      Transport is another area in which the discussion ranged from immediate action to changes only possible in the distant future. (BNC: ANX)
(6)       This, and similar organisations, may well become agents of environmental change in the not too distant future. (BNC: B1E)

Remote future also denotes a long interval in time but somehow removed from the present. 
(7)      The acuteness of the goods famine must certainly be alleviated and not in some remote future but during the next few years. (BNC: BMA)
Past

As Table 1 shows, the collocation far past is very infrequent in comparison to distant past and remote past. Far past refers to events that happened very long ago. It appears predominantly in the fiction-prose register.  
(8)     `Oh,' Gioella said dismissively, `just someone from the far past. (BNC: CEY)
(9)      The obvious conclusion is that, at some moment in the far past, the Universe was compacted into a very small volume --; the `cosmic egg' --; and then exploded in a `Big Bang'. (BNC: CET)
Distant past and remote past are much more frequent than far past and appear throughout the various registers. In all registers there is tendency for distant to occur with past more frequently than remote. Distant past emphasizes separation, both long and short, whereas remote past indicates removal of the periods in the past from the present.  
(10)      …but also to the reverential preservation of monuments from the more distant past by learned societies, governments and interested private persons. (BNC: CM6)
(11)      There are many facts about the remote past and the remote future which we shall have no means ever of recognizing or verifying. (BNC: F9K)
The rest of nouns from Table 1 which were not analyzed above are nouns collocating with both distant and remote, or only with one of them.  Those collocating with both distant and remote are: time, event, period, and date. All these nouns, except for period, collocate more frequently with distant. 
Time

Distant time has 11 tokens and remote time 3 tokens. The rate of tokens shows that it is more common to use distant time than remote time. When researching the registers in which both phrases occurred there was no significant difference: both phrases were used only in the written register, once in the academic register and the rest of tokens in the miscellaneous register.  However, remote time often occur with the intensifier very, probably so as to emphasize the remoteness and great isolation from the particular event in the past. 
(12)      … from the unpleasant duty of dis-barring advocates in consequence of the power of calling to the Bar and dis-barring having been in very remote times delegated to the Inns of Court. (BNC: FDW)

Remote time, as well as remote past mentioned above, also collocates with the adjective geological: 
(13)      Even those who have fully accepted the thesis that all varieties of animal, including man, had a common origin in remote geological time have still managed to believe that … (BNC: H10)

Period

In the BNC 8 tokens of remote period and 4 tokens of distant period are found. In all tokens distant period and remote period are used synonymously, however, period in connection with distant almost always occurs in denoting the period that is not too much distant: 
(14)      The numerous cracks and fissures in the walls, which on every side present themselves, denote that at no very distant period this disgrace to the parish in which it stands will effectively remove itself. (BNC: B1P)

Date

Regarding the last noun collocating with both of the adjectives, distant date is also more frequently used than remote date. Distant date has 6 tokens, whereas remote date has only 2 tokens founded in the BNC. After comparing two concrete examples of distant date and remote date, it seems that distant collocates with date when talking of not too much distant date in the past or future, whereas remote date denotes some date that is of rather significant distance in the past or future: 
(15)      At some distant date in the past, the government chose to use debt rather than taxation; the consequences of the tax reduction have died away, …(BNC: H9J)

(16)      Just as men had at some remote date in the past surrendered some of their individual rights to a sovereign…, so now each State must surrender some of its sovereignty to a supranational authority. (BNC: H8C)

Memory, antiquity

The noun which only collocates with distant is memory and the one collocating only with remote is antiquity.  A question raises here: why it is not possible to use *remote memory instead of distant memory and, on the contrary, why merely remote antiquity is used? As I mentioned above, distant in time usually denotes a moment in the past or future which is not too much distant from now. Since memory is something that one can recall because he experienced it in the past, it is obvious that it could have not happened very long ago.
(17)      But Chloe, still under the influence of distant memory, thought that he was playing a game with her and wagged her tail even harder. (BNC: EFW)

 On the other hand, remote implies isolation in time and can refer to the moment in the past which one had not experienced. Antiquity definitely denotes the moment or event which could have happened thousands years ago. 
(18)      Although the production of synthetic diamonds and rubies was only made possible by modern science, the idea of replacing natural by artificial substances in jewellery was one of remote antiquity.
Conclusion

Distant collocates most frequently with most of the nouns denoting distance in time. It emphasizes separation in time (day) and refers to both long and short time intervals in the future and the past (future, past, memory). Far mostly refers to longer time intervals in which case it is synonymous with distant (day, future, past). Its use is, however, usually restricted to occurrences in literary works. Remote is used in the contexts where isolation or far removal in time is implied (time, past), and often collocates with nouns denoting periods or events which happened very long ago (antiquity).
Conclusion

The aim of this thesis was to analyze collocational restrictions of the adjectives far, distant and remote, which are generally regarded as synonyms. The question which I wanted to answer in the thesis was to what degree the chosen adjectives are synonymous and what type of synonymy characterizes the relation between them. The analysis was based on the British National Corpus (BNC). 

 The thesis was divided into two parts, theoretical and practical. The theoretical ground for the analysis is provided in the theoretical part. The first chapter is devoted to the word class of adjectives and their semantic features. The concept of synonymy and its classification is characterized in Chapter 2.  Collocations and collocational restrictions are described in Chapter 3, and the last chapter of the theoretical part deals with the characterization of text corpora and provides some information about the British national corpus. 

The practical part includes dictionary definitions of the selected adjectives taken from various monolingual dictionaries of the English language, and the corpus analysis. From the analysis of the dictionary definitions, it follows that the adjectives far, distant and remote only overlap in the meaning “not close in space or time”, and that far is rather different in its further meanings than distant and remote, which correspond with each other in a few more meanings. Moreover, far does not occur in the attributive position very often when expressing the meaning “not close in space or time” and it is mostly used in literary works and formal style. Thus, according to the consulted dictionaries, these three adjectives can be regarded as synonyms; however, they do not correspond in all of their meanings. 

The part dealing with the corpus analysis focuses on examining the nouns collocating with the adjectives. I only dealt with the noun collocates of the adjectives representing the meaning “not close in space” and “not close in time”.  The nouns expressing the meaning “not close in space” were divided into the following semantic groups: 2D Objects, 3D Objects, Sounds and Abstract Nouns. Each noun from the semantic group was analyzed in terms of its frequency and occurrence within the registers of the BNC.  

As regards nouns denoting 2D objects, far refers to places geographically situated at a great distance or collocates with nouns meaning “the one on the opposite side” (e.g. bank). It is also used when emphasizing the contrast to near places (area), in the figurative sense (region, country), and when denoting out of sight places. It doesn’t collocate with the nouns denoting places of settlement.  Distant emphasizes geographical distance, both long and short, and appears mostly in neutral contexts. It refers to places situated not close in space, but visible or audible from a particular place (e.g. coast, countryside), isolation (island, place), and great distances within the universe (e.g. region). Remote mostly denotes isolated, little visited or undeveloped places, which are out of sight and sometimes not easily accessible (e.g. area, coast, island, valley). It collocates with nouns referring to “political divisions” (district, province, region) more frequently than far and distant. Concerning “places of settlement” it mostly modifies places of a smaller area situated far away from the other centers of populations (e.g. village). 

Within the group 3D Objects, distant mostly modifies nouns denoting “elevations of land” (hill, mountain, peak) and can be interchangeable with far when modifying these nouns. Distant and far can also be interchangeable in collocation with the noun table. Far predominantly occurs in the fiction prose register, and appears when the contrast between near and far objects is emphasized (house, door). Distant further collocates with “cosmic objects” (galaxy, planet, star) and, in general, refers to great distances within the universe. Remote most often modifies nouns referring to “pieces of electronic equipment” which are not physically close to the user but can be connected via network (computer, server, machine). In case of computer, remote is synonymous with distant, however, remote is much more frequently used. Remote machine and distant machine are not synonymous because each of them refers to different object. Remote also most often collocates with nouns which represent isolated or outlying buildings (storage, farm, farmhouse, cottage). 

From the analysis of the nouns denoting various types of sounds, it follows that most of the nouns collocate with distant, and only a few of them also collocate with far or remote. Regarding these nouns, the difference between distant and far is only within the context and style (distant shouting/ far shout); far tends to be used in poetry (far bleating).  Distant and remote differ mainly in frequency (distant/remote noise), context (distant/ remote voice) and in occurrence within the registers (distant/ remote sound); remote occurs predominantly in the fiction prose register, unlike distant, which is much more frequent and appears in some other registers as well. 

Regarding the nouns included in the group called Abstract Nouns, only one of them can be used interchangeably in collocations with far and distant (background).  Besides denoting a spatial distance, distant also refers to the meaning “long” (journey). Remote denotes removed places (location, situation), “virtual” distance (access, database) and implies a difference between two or more particular concepts (world). All the nouns denoting “directions” collocate merely with far, except for south which can also collocate with distant and remote. In that case, however, far south, distant south and remote south are synonymous, but not interchangeable.

Distant collocates most frequently with most of the nouns denoting distance in time. It emphasizes separation in time (day) and refers to both long and short time intervals in the future and the past (future, past, memory). Far mostly refers to longer time intervals in which case it is interchangeable with distant (day, future, past). Its use is, however, usually restricted to occurrences in literary works. Remote is used in the contexts where isolation or far removal in time is implied (time, past), and often collocates with nouns denoting periods or events which happened very long ago (antiquity).

Generally, far, as was also indicated by some of the dictionaries, occurs very little in the attributive position in comparison to distant and remote. The adjective-noun collocations of far tend to be used predominantly in fiction.  As well as far, distant emphasizes both long and short distances in space or time. Remote mostly implies isolation in space or time and very often collocates with nouns denoting virtual distance.

In conclusion, from the analysis it follows that the adjectives far, distant and remote are not absolutely synonymous since they are not interchangeable in all contexts. Due to the fact that they share the meaning “not close in time or space”, though with some differences in their use regarding context, style, or occurrence in the registers, they can be called cognitive synonyms. 
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RÉSUMÉ

This thesis deals with the analysis of collocational possibilities of three English adjectives, namely far, distant and remote, which are generally regarded as synonyms. The main aim of the analysis is to find out to what degree these adjectives are synonymous. 

The thesis is divided into two parts: theoretical and practical. The first one, theoretical, provides the theoretical basis for the following practical part. The important terms concerning the topic of the thesis such as features of adjectives, collocations, synonymy and corpus are explained there. It includes some information about the British National Corpus as well. The practical part consists of the definitions of the given adjectives found in various monolingual dictionaries of the English language, and of the corpus analysis in which the collocational possibilities of the given adjectives are examined. The analysis is based on the British National Corpus. This part focuses on analyzing the nouns with which the adjectives form adjective-noun collocations. These collocations are further compared and contrasted in order to find out to what degree the adjectives are synonymous. 

It follows from the analysis that the adjectives far, distant and remote are not absolutely synonymous because they are not interchangeable in all contexts and often form adjective-noun collocations with different nouns, and thus the relation between them can be called cognitive synonymy. All the findings of the analysis are summarized and described in detail in the conclusion of this thesis.  

RESUMÉ
Tato bakalářská diplomová práce se zabývá analýzou kolokačních možností tří anglických adjektiv, jmenovitě far, distant a remote, která jsou obecně považována za synonyma. Účelem analýzy je zjistit, do jaké míry jsou daná adjektiva synonymní. 

Práce je rozdělena do dvou částí. První z nich je část teoretická, která slouží jako teoretický základ pro následující praktickou část a v níž jsou vysvětleny důležité termíny týkající se daného tématu, jako jsou adjektiva, kolokace a různé druhy synonym. Dále jsou uvedeny základní informace o textovém korpusu a Britském národním korpusu.  Praktickou část tvoří přehled definic daných adjektiv, které byly vyhledány v několika slovnících anglického jazyka. Definice z jednotlivých slovníků jsou poté analyzovány a vzájemně srovnány. Nejdůležitější částí práce je analýza kolokačních možností vybraných adjektiv provedená na základě textů z Britského národního korpusu. Tato část se zaměřuje na zkoumání podstatných jmen, která s uvedenými adjektivy tvoří kolokační dvojice. Ty jsou dále srovnávány a podle jejich užití s jednotlivými adjektivy se zjišťuje, do jaké míry jsou tato adjektiva synonymní.

Z analýzy vyplývá, že přídavná jména far, distant a remote nejsou absolutní synonyma, protože nejsou zaměnitelná ve všech kontextech a často tvoří kolokace s odlišnými podstatnými jmény, a že vztah mezi nimi může být proto nazýván kognitivní synonymií. Všechny poznatky, které byly zjištěny při analýze, jsou podrobně shrnuty a popsány v závěru práce. 

5

